Literary Terms






Name:










Date:
                   Period:
Connotation

What a word suggests beyond its basic definition; a word’s overtones of meaning

Example: The meaning of the word home, which is simply a place where one lives versus what the word calls to mind such family, love, shelter, and protection. 

Your Example:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________​​​​​​_______________
Alliteration

The repetition at close intervals of the initial consonant sound of accented syllables or important words

Example: “…this grim, ungainly, ghastly, gaunt, and ominous bird of yore…”

from The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe

Your Example:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________​​​​​​_______________
Imagery

The representation through language of sense experience

Example: “Crossing a bare common, in snow puddles, at twilight under a clouded sky. . .”

from Nature by Ralph Waldo Emerson

Your Example:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________​​​​​​_______________

Irony

A situation, or a use of language, involving some kind of incongruity or discrepancy

Example: In Stephen Crane’s A Mystery of Heroism, a soldier risks his life to get water that is then spilled.

Your Example:  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________​​​​​​_______________

Onomatopoeia
The use of words that supposedly mimic their meaning in their sound

Example: The words buzz, splash, and bang

Your Example:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________​​​​​​_______________

Hyperbole

A figure of speech in which exaggeration is used in the service of truth

Example: “I sound my barbaric yawp over the roofs of the world.”

From Song of Myself by Walt Whitman

Your Example:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________​​​​​​_______________

Metaphor

A figure of speech in which an implicit comparison is made between two things essentially unlike

Example: “Fame is a bee.”

From Fame is a bee by Emily Dickinson

Your Example:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________​​​​​​_______________

Personification

A figure of speech in which human attributes are given to an animal, an object, or a concept

“The Frost beheads it [the happy flower] at its play—”

from Apparently with no surprise by Emily Dickinson
Your Example:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________​​​​​​_______________

Parallelism

The repetition or words of phrases that have similar grammatical structures

“government of the people, by the people, for the people”

from the Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln

Your Example:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________​​​​​​_______________

Rhetorical Question

A question that is asked for effect and that does not actually require an answer

“Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of slavery?”

from Speech to the Virginia Convention by Partick Henry

Your Example:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________​​​​​​_______________
Analogy

A comparison made between two things to show how they are alike (usually used in an argument as a tool to persuade). 

In The Crisis, No. 1, Thomas Paine makes a comparison between a thief breaking into a house and the king of England interfering in the affairs of the American Colonies.

Your Example:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________​​​​​​_______________

Allusion

A reference, explicit or implicit, to something in previous literature or history.
Sandra Cisneros makes a reference to the folk tale Rumplestiltskin in the title of her essay “Straw into Gold.”
Your Example:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________​​​​​​_______________

