Analyzing Visual Texts

Subject:

What is the text about?

What is the genre: ad, painting, photograph, collage, something else?

Does the text tell or suggest a narrative or story?

What topic does the visual address or raise? Does the visual make a claim about the topic?

Occasion:

Where did the visual first appear? What inferences can you make about this text based on where it first appeared? 

What social, historical, cultural or economic influences can you identify?

Audience:

Who is the intended audience?  

What emotions does the visual text evoke?  

Are any of the images visual allusions that would evoke emotions or memories in viewers?

What cultural values are the viewers likely to bring to the images? What does the audience assume to know or believe?

Purpose:

What does the author/artist hope to accomplish and/or what is the point of the story being told (if there is one)?

What claim does the visual make about the issue(s) it addresses?

What statement/argument does the text make, and how is that message supported?

Speaker:

Who is the speaker or artist? Does the person have political or organizational affiliations that are important to understand the text?

If known, what else has this author/artist created?

Tone:
What is the author/artist’s attitude about the subject he/she presented?  How would characterize the tone: serious? humorous? satiric? objective? critical? How is the tone supported by elements of the text?
Style:

What media are used: print? electronic? handwriting? type? paint? film? other?

What do you notice first?  Where is your eye drawn? What is your overall first impression?

How is the text organized? What is included, excluded, emphasized, or not emphasized?

How do color or light and shadow contribute to evoking emotions?

Are the figures, caricatures, distorted? What is the effect?

How would you characterize the style: academic? hip? formal? informal?

Visual Analysis and Argumentative Essay
The Heroes of 2001 stamp depicts a photograph taken at Ground Zero after the September 11 terrorist attacks on the Twin Towers in New York City.  Analyze the photograph’s argument, and explain why it is or is not an effective choice for a stamp for the U.S. Postal Service.  

Notes and helpful hints from your teacher:

· Use the answers to the SOAPSToneS questions to help you.

· Keep in mind that you are BOTH analyzing the photograph’s argument (illustrating what the argument is with evidence) AND arguing if it is an effective choice (explaining why it is or is not and effective choice with evidence) 
· Create an opening paragraph that begins with a hook and addresses the prompt, include at least two solid body paragraphs (D/KEEPEEPC for each body), and end with a thoughtful conclusion paragraph that leaves the reader siding with you. 

