
Enter the King 

LEARNING STRATEGIES: 
Marking the Text, Visualizing, 
Graphic Organizer, 
Summarizing 

Literary Terms 

A dynamic character 
in literature is one who 
changes in response to the 
events of a narrative. A static 
character remains the same 
throughout the narrative. 

My Notes 

Learning Targets 
• Analyze a literary text to examine changes in a dynamic character.

• Write a compare/contrast response to a literary text.

Dynamic and Static Characters 
Remember that one of the elements of Greek drama is the use of masks to portray 
a character's attitude or emotions. Characters who change and show different 
emotions throughout a narrative are dynamic characters. In contrast, static 
characters do not show significant changes in a narrative. 

Setting a Purpose for Reading 
• As you continue reading Antigone, mark the text by highlighting evidence of

Creon's attitude or emotions, especially as they change throughout the scene.

• Circle unknown words and phrases. Try to determine the meanings of the words
by using context clues, word parts, or a dictionary.

[The palace doors are thrown open and guards appear at the doors] 

CHORUS LEADER 
180 

[Enter Creon from the palace] 

CREON 

190 

200 

But here comes Creon, new king of our land, 
son of Menoikeos. Thanks to the gods, 
who've brought about our new good fortune. 
What plan of action does he have in mind? 
What's made him hold this special meeting, 
with elders summoned by a general call? 

Men, after much tossing of our ship of state, 
the gods have safely set things right again. 
Of all the citizens I've summoned you, 
because I know how well you showed respect 
for the eternal power of the throne, 
first with Laius and again with Oedipus, 
once he restored our city. When he died, 
you stood by his children, firm in loyalty. 
Now his sons have perished in a single day, 
killing each other with their own two hands, 
a double slaughter, stained with brother's blood. 
And so I have the throne, all royal power, 
for I'm the one most closely linked by blood 
to those who have been killed. It's impossible 
to really know a man, to know his soul, 
his mind and will, before one witnesses 
his skill in governing and making laws. 
For me, a man who rules the entire state 
and does not take the best advice there is, 
but through fear keeps his mouth forever shut, 
such a man is the very worst of men-
and always will be. And a man who thinks 
more highly of a friend than of his country, 
well, he means nothing to me. Let Zeus know, 
the god who always watches everything, 
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Introducing Creon!

https://libertyuhsd-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/cauleyj_luhsd_net/Ebr9mwgRWgtCv6Db5nuu9WEBUDmQheho-28gDi7vfhsFLQ?e=5x9JOb




The Guard's Bad 
News

https://libertyuhsd-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/cauleyj_luhsd_net/ERI2ppocfsJGoPp-YXa_F20BONrOZapis4lv2MxumTYm4A?e=uyTHBw




Creon's Pain

https://libertyuhsd-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/cauleyj_luhsd_net/EX0l8hqH2alLpKPv3vlNqewB7UERXpuNJOWgMUS-kYWbKg?e=AwaS58







