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REQUIREMENT: Incoming students who score below 50 on the Entry Level 
Math (ELM) and/or below 147 on the English Placement Test (EPT) will 
participate in Early Start. 

• Early Start takes place during the summer before the freshman year.

• After admission, CSU campuses will inform students who are not exempt how to
sign up for the Early Start program.

• Early Start math and English courses will be available at every CSU campus,
several community colleges, and online.

• Early Start fee waivers are available for those who qualify.

Visit www.csusuccess.org for more information about the Early Start program.

The California State University wants you to 

BE PREPARED FOR COLLEGE!

THE

An

SMART STARTis a
EARLY START

SMART STARTEARLY START

Since the founding of the first state college in San José in ����, the California State University �CSU� has 
continued to respond to the demands of neZ generations of Californians seeking a Tuality education� 7he 
CSU is committed not only to access but also to the success of students admitted to the university� CSU 
campuses sponsor programs for loZ�income students Zho are California residents and are disadvantaged 
because of their economic and�or educational backgrounds� 7hese programs include services such as 
academic advising, counseling and learning assistance� 

CSU campuses have honors programs for academically motivated students and four�year degree 
programs for students Zho Zant to complete their degree goals in a timely manner� 5ecognizing that 
preparation is the most important variable affecting university eligibility, the CSU supports efforts to 
enrich the academic e[perience of students at both the secondary and post�secondary levels� :hile 
each campus in the system has its oZn uniTue geographic and curricular character, all campuses 
are multipurpose institutions and offer undergraduate and graduate instruction for professional and 
occupational goals as Zell as broad liberal education� Students are encouraged to e[plore educational 
options at the CSU through CSUMentor �ZZZ�csumentor�edu�� CSUMentor provides a student�campus 
matching program, a planner to track high school and college courses taken to establish eligibility for 
admission and financial aid planning, and electronic application�

7his publication presents systemZide policies that apply to all CSU campuses� Applicants and counselors 
can e[pect common undergraduate admission standards to be applied throughout the CSU system 
e[cept for impacted maMors and campuses� Further information about distinctive campus programs and 
reTuirements can be found in the respective campus catalogs and�or Zebsites� 7his booklet is directed 
primarily toZard high school and community college counselors responsible for advising students 
preparing for university study and toZard CSU admission evaluators and admission officers Zho interpret 
documents submitted in support of applications for admission� Included are details pertaining to the 
subMect reTuirements and performance criteria reTuired to establish eligibility for admission to the CSU 
at all undergraduate levels� first�time freshmen, loZer�division transfers, and upper�division transfers� 
Students interested in graduate studies must visit the respective CSU campus Zebsites� In addition to 
rules that incorporate regulations concerning admission and demonstration of competency in English and 
mathematics, this booklet includes definitions of commonly used terms� 

Admission information specific to an academic year is available electronically through CSUMentor� 
Applicants are strongly encouraged to access ZZZ�csumentor�edu Zhen applying for admission to the 
CSU� Additional information may be obtained from campus admission representatives, campus Zebsites 
and the CSU Zebsite at ZZZ�calstate�edu�
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FAFSA 
( Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid)  
ZZZ�fafsa�gov

FAFSA opens the door to the federal 
student aid process� Students 
can determine eligibility, gather 
documents and information, check 
deadlines, and apply online�

California D ream Application
https���dream�csac�ca�gov

7he California Dream application 
is the application for state and 
institutional financial aid for AB��� 
students Zho are DACA �Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals� or 
Zithout laZful permanent residency 
status� AB��� students Zho are 
US citizens or permanent residents 
should use the FAFSA to apply for 
financial aid� Dependent students 
should have their parents¶ financial 
information ready� For more 
information on AB ��� reTuirements 
and the Dream application, please 
visit 
ZZZ�csac�ca�gov�dreamBact�asp

CSU D egrees/ M aj ors Search
degrees�calstate�edu

Check this Zebsite to search for 
undergraduate, masters, and 
doctoral programs available at all 
CSU campuses�

Calstate.edu
7he CSU provides systemZide 
information on admission, impaction, 
enrollment, early assessment, 
educational opportunity, outreach, 
community service learning, 
degrees offered, e[tended 
university, felloZships, financial 
aid, international programs, fees, 
and summer arts programs� 7he 
Chancellor¶s office descriptions of 
educational programs, systemZide 
policies and initiatives, historical 
and general information, admission 
reTuirements and procedures, and 
neZs releases are centrally located 
here� 7he �� CSU campus Zebsites 
are sources of information for 
students and counselors� All campus 
Zebsites are linked from  
ZZZ�csumentor�edu or from ZZZ�
calstate�edu and can be vieZed by 
selecting your choice of campus�es� 
from the ³Campuses´ menu� 

CSUM entor
ZZZ�csumentor�edu

7he best Zay to apply to the CSU 
is to go online to the CSUMentor 
Zebsite� ZZZ�csumentor�edu� It 
is the Tuickest and fastest Zay to 
apply� CSUMentor is designed to 
provide outreach, preadmission, 
financial aid, and admission 
information� Online application 
alloZs CSU campuses to make 
earlier admission decisions�  

Student Planner
High school and California 
Community College �CCC� students 
can create an online planner to 
track their progress in meeting 
CSU admission reTuirements, learn 
about individual CSU campuses, 
and develop a comparative vieZ of 
several CSU campuse to determine 
Zhich institutions offer features 
that match the student¶s interest� 
Students Zho access CSUMentor 
can estimate the amount of financial 
aid they may be eligible to receive, 
apply electronically to their campus 
of choice, and complete the Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid 
�FAFSA��
   
Application Status 
( O pen/ Closed)
7he CSU provides information 
regarding the application filing status 
for each campus by student level, 
maMor, and program� 7he campus 
open�closed status report at ZZZ�
csumentor�edu provides the latest 
information on Zhether a specific 
campus, maMor, or program accepts 
applications� 7he information is 
updated regularly by campuses and 
is a convenient location to determine 
Zhich CSU campuses continue to 
accept admission applications after 
the initial filing period�

English Success
ZZZ�csuenglishsuccess�org

7he English Success Zebsite 
provides information and 
authoritative advice on hoZ to satisfy 
the CSU English Placement 7est 
�EP7� reTuirement and includes 
practice tests to help students get 
ready for college level English� 
Students Zho have released their 
EAP scores may obtain those scores 
via the English Success Zebsite�

M athematics Success
ZZZ�csumathsuccess�org

7he Math Success Zebsite offers 
authoritative advice and information 
on hoZ to meet the CSU Entry Level    
Mathematics �ELM� reTuirement, 
and provides access to preparatory 
tools such as online tests, 
personalized assessments, and real�
time online math tutoring� Students 
Zho have released their EAP scores 
may obtain those scores via the 
Mathematics Success Zebsite�

“A - G” Guide Proj ect 
ZZZ�ucop�edu�doorZays��agguide

7he University of California �UC� 
³A�* *uide´ Zebsite aims to 
assist high school educators in 
designing innovative courses that 
meet both the UC and CSU subMect 
area reTuirements and conform 

to school curricular reform efforts� 
Specifically, the site provides 
e[tensive information about the 
³A�* reTuirements,´ including 
course descriptions of innovative 
courses that have been accepted 
by the UC and therefore the 
CSU� It also provides assistance 
in understanding the UC course 
approval process and helpful 
insights as to Zhy courses have not 
been approved�  

“A - G” Course List
https���hs�articulation�ucop�edu�
agcourselist

Check this Zebsite to search for a 
California high school or program¶s 
UC certified course list�  7he lists 
include courses that have been 
certified as fulfilling the ³A�*´ 
subMect reTuirements for freshman 
admission to the UC and CSU� 7he 
lists also indicate courses that are 
UC certified honors courses�

ASSI ST
( Articulation System Stimulating 
I nter- institutional Student 
T ransfer)    
ZZZ�assist�org

ASSIS7 is California¶s official 
stateZide repository of course 
articulation information� ASSIS7 can 
help California Community College 
students determine if they Zill 
receive credit for courses they have 
already taken and hoZ these courses 
Zill apply to specific academic goals�

California Colleges
ZZZ�californiacolleges�edu

7his is an intersegmental Zebsite 
for students to e[plore California 
colleges, admission, financial aid, 
and career information� 7ransfer 
students can use the 7ransfer 
Planner that is designed for CCC 
students to track and plan Zork to 
meet CSU and�or UC loZer division  
general education �*E�I*E7C� 
reTuirements�

I N FO R M AT I O N  SO UR CES I N FO R M AT I O N  SO UR CES
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T est Score R eq uirement

SA7�AC7 test scores may not be 
reTuired to establish the admission 
eligibility of California residents Zith 
high school grade point averages of 
���� or above �nonresidents ���� or 
above�� 

Impacted campuses and impacted 
first�time freshmen enrollment 
categories often include test 
scores among the supplemental 
criteria reTuired of all applicants to 
those campuses and enrollment 
categories� See ³Impacted 
Programs�´ :hile applicants may 
not be reTuired to submit test scores 
to CSU if they earn a ���� average, 
they are encouraged to take the 
SA7�AC7 to satisfy admission 
reTuirements of some CSU 
campuses or programs� 

In addition, CSU campuses use 
standardized admission tests for 
advising and for placement in 
appropriate courses� Students 
Zith scores above established 
levels also are eligible for Zaiver 
of the reTuirements for the English 
Placement 7est �EP7� and the Entry 
Level Mathematics �ELM� e[am�

M ultiple T est Scores
If an applicant submits multiple score 
reports, the highest score earned 
in each single sub score of the 
e[amination is used� A redefined SA7 
total Zill be calculated by adding the 
highest critical reading and highest 
math scores� A redefined AC7 
composite Zill be calculated as an 
average of the best scores in each of 
the four areas�

Grade Point Av erage ( GPA)
7he high school grade point average 
is based on the final three years 
�� semesters� of high school study 
in all approved college�prep ³A�

*´ courses� Bonus points may be 
aZarded for up to eight grades of C 
or better in approved honors courses 
taken in grades �� to ��, including 
up to tZo International Baccalaureate 
�IB� or Advanced Placement �AP�, 
or honors courses taken in the ��th 
grade� 

Self- reported GPA

*rades earned beginning Zith 
the summer folloZing the �th 
grade and including all semesters 
completed prior to submission of the 
application for admission are used 
to compute the self�reported grade 
point average� 7he self�reported 
*PA includes grades earned in 
a minimum of four consecutive 
semesters �e�g�, ��th and ��th 
grades�� Only courses from the ³A�*´ 
list are used to calculate *PA� 

Coursework Used to Calculate 
GPA

7he final three years of high school 
include Zork completed after grade 
�, including the summer betZeen 
grades � and ��� Only courses 
completed prior to high school 
graduation may be included in *PA 
calculation�

Prov isional Admission
A CSU campus may provisionally 
admit first�time freshman applicants 
based on their academic preparation 
through the Munior year of high school 
and planned for the senior year� 7he 
campus Zill monitor the final year 
of study to ensure that admitted 
students complete their secondary 
school studies satisfactorily, including 
the reTuired college preparatory 
subMects, and graduate from high 
school� 

:hen evaluating the admission 
eligibility of an applicant still enrolled 
in the final year of high school, 
courseZork in progress is included 

in the tally of reTuired semesters of 
study� 

Admission notices issued on the 
basis of evaluation of a four� or 
five�semester record Zill stipulate 
that courseZork in progress must be 
completed successfully and all CSU 
admission reTuirements satisfied 
prior to high school graduation� 

Some campuses permit missing 
course reTuirements to be ³made up´ 
over the summer, but prior to CSU 
enrollment�

A campus may make preliminary 
offers of admission to first�time 
freshman applicants based upon 
the self�reported ³High School 
Preparation´ information included in 
the CSU application for admission� 
For applicants Zith grade point 
average of less than ����, SA7 or 
AC7 scores are reTuired� Impacted 
campuses reTuire test scores for 
all freshman applicants� Campuses 
must verify academic performance 
information provided on the 
application� 

A preliminary admission offer may 
be rescinded for applicants Zho do 
not accurately report their academic 
performance or Zho do not retain 
eligibility at the time of high school 
graduation, e�g�, failure to complete 
courses in progress, failure to 
maintain the grade point average, 
etc� 

A campus may rescind admission 
decisions, cancel financial aid 
aZards, ZithdraZ housing contracts 
and cancel any university registration 
for students Zho are found not to be 
eligible after the final transcript has 
been evaluated� Applicants for Zhom 
admission decisions cannot be 
made on the basis of self�reported 
information Zill be notified of 

7he CSU draZs its students from 
the top third of California¶s high 
school graduates Zith first�time 
freshmen comprising an average 
of appro[imately �� percent of the 
overall enrollment each year�

$ first�tiPe freshPan is a stXGent 
who has earned no college 
credit after the summer promptly 
following high school graduation. 
First- time freshman applicants 
must:

•  Be high school graduates. 
Although regulations do not stipulate 
graduation from accredited high 
schools, the CSU participates 
in the activities of the :estern 
Association of Schools and Colleges 
and its Accrediting Commission for 
Schools and encourages California 
high schools to be accredited by 
the Association� Students Zho 
are homeschooled or attend non�
accredited schools are e[pected 
to meet the same admission 
reTuirements as graduates of 
accredited high schools� 

•  Complete the 15 - unit 
comprehensiv e “A - G” course 
pattern of college preparatory 
study with grades of C or better. 
For purposes of admission, the 
CSU faculty has delegated to the 
University of California �UC� the 
responsibilities for the process 
of certifying high school courses 
that meet the ³A�*´ reTuirement� 
ConseTuently, CSU accepts those 
high school courses on the UC 
³A�*´ course list� Courses on the 
³A�*´ list can be used to meet CSU 
reTuirements in the designated 
subMect areas or may be used as 
electives�
Under the ³High School Preparation´ 
section in the admission application, 
first�time freshman applicants 

must report all approved college 
preparatory ³A�*´ courses that have 
been completed, courses in Zhich 
they are currently enrolled, and 
courses that they plan to complete 
prior to entrance into the CSU� 

CSU campuses seek to enroll 
Zell�prepared freshmen Zho have 
completed �� units, Zhich comprise 
the ³A�*´ college preparatory course 
pattern�

Completion of the ���unit ³A�*´ 
reTuirement makes any applicant 
eligible to Tualify for admission to 
any CSU program� Applicants for 
freshman admission to the CSU are 
encouraged to complete rigorous 
courseZork that Zill prepare them 
for success at the university and in 
the Zorkforce� For many students, 
the completion of rigorous and 
demanding career technical �C7E� 
courses can help accomplish both of 
these important obMectives� 

Over ��,��� career technical 
courses are included on the ³A�*´ 
*uide or Course Lists a t  https���hs�
articulation�ucop�edu�agcourselist, 
and there are often C7E courses 
that can be used to meet one 
or more of the ³A�*´ categories� 
By Mudicious use of scheduling 
opportunities, high school students 
can easily complete the minimum 
³A�*´ pattern, additional courses in 
specific curricula, e�g� mathematics, 
sciences, languages other than 
English, as Zell as a series of C7E 
courses� 

Courses completed in summer 
school, or courses completed at 
a college for high school credit, 
should be included in the ³High 
School Preparation´ section of the 
application and be so identified� 
College courses completed, in 
progress or planned that are 

not noted in the ³High School 
Preparation´ section should be 
included in the appropriate sections 
of the admission application� 
Courses used to satisfy the ³A�*´ 
reTuirements may not be taken 
Pass�Fail or Credit�No Credit�

•  (arn a TXalifiaEle eliJiEility 
index . 
7he eligibility inde[ is a Zeighted 
combination of the high school grade 
point average during the final three 
years of high school and a score on 
either the SA7 or the AC7� All grades 
earned in ³A�*´ courses taken in 
��th through ��th grades are used to 
calculate the grade point average�

M inimum Eligibility I ndex

*raduates of California high schools 
or residents of California, as defined 
for tuition purposes, must have a 
minimum eligibility inde[ of ���� 
using the SA7 or ��� using the AC7� 
Nonresidents of California must have 
a minimum inde[ of ���� using the 
SA7 or ��� using the AC7�

7he CSU eligibility inde[ is 
calculated by using either the SA7 or 
AC7 as folloZs�

• SA7 �scores in mathematics and 
critical reading� � ���� [ high school 
grade point average�

• ��� [ AC7 composite score Zithout 
the Zriting score� � ���� [ high 
school grade point average�

CSU campuses Zill accept 
current and redesigned SA7 
scores �beginning spring ����� for 
admission� Scores from either the 
SA7 or AC7 e[am may be submitted�
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Admission and Placement 
T ests

English Language Ex amination

All undergraduate applicants, 
regardless of citizenship, Zhose 
native language is not English or 
Zho have not attended schools 
at the secondary level or above 
for at least three years of full 
time study at an institution Zhere 
English is the principal language 
of instruction, must demonstrate 
English competency by receiving 
a minimum score on an approved 
English proficiency e[am or must 
present a score of ��� or above 
on the 7est of English as a Foreign 
Language� Approved e[ams 
may vary by campus, but some 
e[amples are� the 7est of English 

as a Foreign Language �7OEFL�, 
Pearson 7est of English Academic 
�P7E Academic�, International 7est 
of English Proficiency �I7EP�, and 
the International English Language 
7esting System �IEL7S�� 

Campuses specify the conditions 
for meeting the reTuirement of three 
years of full�time English language 
instruction �7itle �, Sections ������� 
and ��������� Individual campuses 
establish 7OEFL scores based on 
campus specific factors such as 
the nature of instruction offered, the 
availability of instruction in English 
as a Second Language, and student 
demand� Some campuses reTuire 
a score higher than ���� 7he CSU 
minimum score for the internet 
�iB7� version of the 7OEFL is ��� 
some campuses may reTuire a 
higher score� Contact the specific 

CSU campus for the most current 
minimum score reTuirements�

Students Zho have attended a 
secondary level of educational 
institution Zhere English Zas the 
principal language of instruction for 
at least three years full time Zill not 
be held to the 7OEFL admission 
reTuirement� Applicants for a second 
bachelor¶s degree must have a 
7OEFL score of ��� for the paper 
version or �� on the internet version� 
                                                     
As a guide to 2016 - 17  admission, 
the table below lists the minimum 
ex am scores established by CSU 
campuses for admission during 
the academic year 2015 - 2016 . 

additional information reTuirements 
by the campus�

Applicants must submit an official 
transcript after graduation to certify 
that all course Zork has been 
satisfactorily completed and shoZing 
the date of graduation� 

Official high school transcripts must 
be received prior to the deadline 
set by the university� In no case 
may documentation of high school 
graduation be received any later than 
the census date �the ��th day of 
instruction� for a student¶s first term 
of CSU enrollment� 

Failure to provide a satisfactory 
final high school transcript including 
documentation of secondary school 
graduation by the campus
 deadline 
can result in the ZithdraZal of an 
admission offer�

Applicants Zill Tualify for regular 
�non�provisional� admission Zhen 
the university verifies that they 
have graduated and received a 
diploma from high school, have a 
Tualifiable minimum eligibility inde[, 
have completed the comprehensive 
pattern of college preparatory ³A�
*´ subMects, and, if applying to an 
impacted program or campus, have 
met all supplementary criteria�

Admission Ex ceptions

CSU admission officers and 
evaluators distinguish betZeen 
applicants Zho Tualify for regular 
admission under the admission 
eligibility criteria and those Zho may 
Tualify for admission under e[ception 
provisions� An applicant Zithout a 
Tualifying inde[ may be considered 
as an e[ception� 

A limited number of such applicants 
may be considered for admission 
as e[ceptions under the provisions 
of California Code of 5egulations, 
7itle �, Section ������ *eneral 
E[ceptions or Section ������ 
E[ceptions for Applicants to Special 
Compensatory Programs� 

7he final decision to admit students 
as e[ceptions is made at the 
individual campus� 

Admission to one campus as an 
e[ception does not assure admission 
to any other CSU campus� 

Homeschooling

Students completing high school 
through homeschooling are e[pected 
to meet the same admission 
reTuirements as those of students 
attending traditional schools� 
Homeschooling may be affiliated 
Zith high schools or public school 
districts� In those cases, courses 
presented for satisfaction of 
the college preparatory subMect 
reTuirements must appear on the 
UC¶s ³A�*´ course list� 

Other homeschooling may not 
be affiliated Zith high schools or 
districts� If there are insufficient 
courses from the UC ³A�*´ list, 
the CSU campus Zill revieZ the 
application on an individual basis to 
determine that all reTuirements have 
been met� 

Homeschooled applicants Zill 
be e[pected to meet designated 
transcript deadlines, as specified by 
each campus�

Applicants may be asked to submit 
supplemental information, e�g� SA7 
subMect e[aminations, AC7 subscore, 
AP e[aminations, etc� to document 
completion of CSU eligibility 
reTuirements�
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CSU M inimum English Language Ex amination Scores ( 2015 - 2016 )
Campus T O EFL Paper T O EFL iBT I ELT S PT E
Bakersfield ��� �� Band score of ���

Channel Islands ��� �� Band score of ��� Contact the campus for score information
Chico ��� �� Band score of ���

Dominguez Hills ��� �� Band score of ���
East Bay ��� �� Band score of ���
Fresno ��� �� Band score of ��� Contact the campus for score information

Fullerton ��� �� Band score of ��� ��
Humboldt ��� �� Band score of ��� ��

Long Beach ��� �� Band score of ��� Contact the campus for score information
Los Angeles ��� �� Band score of ��� Contact the campus for score information

Maritime Academy ��� �� Band score of ���
Monterey Bay ��� �� Band score of ���

Northridge ��� �� Band score of ��� ��
Pomona ��� �� Band score of ���

Sacramento ��� 64 Band score of ��� Contact the campus for score information
San Bernardino ��� �� Band score of ��� Contact the campus for score information

San Diego ��� �� Band score of ���
San Francisco ��� �� Band score of ��� Contact the campus for score information

San Jose ��� �� Band score of ��� Contact the campus for score information
San Jose �Engineering only� ��� �� Band score of ��� Contact the campus for score information

San Luis Obispo ��� �� Band score of ���
San Marcos ��� �� Band score of ���

Sonoma ��� �� Band score of ���
Stanislaus ��� �� Band score of ���
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mathematics¶ on the CAASPP 
Early Assessment Program �EAP� 
e[am

7he folloZing µConditionally 5eady¶ 
statuses reTuire students to continue 
their preparation in the ��th grade by 
completing an approved math course 
Zith a grade of C or better� Students 
Zho do not meet the conditional 
reTuirement Zill need to participate 
in the CSU¶s Early Start Program, 
unless they meet other Early Start 
Program e[emptions�

a� ��� � ��� on the mathematics 
portion of the SA7 5easoning 7est

b� �� � �� on the mathematics 
portion of the ELM e[am

c� A result of µStandard Met� 
Conditionally 5eady for CSU or 
participating CCC college�level 
courseZork in mathematics¶ on 
the CAASPP Early Assessment 
Program �EAP� e[am

English and M athematics 
Placement T ests ( EPT / ELM )
7he CSU reTuires that entering 
first�time freshmen, e[cept those 
Zho Tualify for an e[emption, 
take the CSU Entry Level 
Mathematics �ELM� e[amination 
and the CSU English Placement 
7est �EP7� prior to enrollment� 
7hese placement tests are not 
a condition for admission to the 
CSU, but they are a condition of 
enrollment� 7hese e[aminations 
are designed to identify entering 
students Zho may need additional 
support in acTuiring college entry�
level English and mathematics 
skills necessary to succeed in 
CSU baccalaureate�level courses� 

Entering freshmen students Zho 
do not demonstrate college�
level skills both in English and 
in mathematics Zill be placed 
in appropriate developmental 
programs and activities during 
the first term of their enrollment� 
Students placed in developmental 
programs in either English or 
mathematics must complete 
all prepatory Zork in their first 
year of enrollment� Failure to 
complete prepatory Zork by the 
end of the first year may result 
in denial of enrollment for future 
terms� Students may register for 
the EP7�ELM through the online 
registration system by accessing 
ZZZ�ets�org�csu� 7he e[am 
may be taken at any local CSU 
campus�  

T he English Placement T est 
( EPT )

7he English Placement 7est �EP7� 
is designed to assess the level of 
reading and Zriting skills of students 
entering the CSU� 7he CSU EP7 
must be completed by all non�
e[empt entering undergraduates 
prior to enrollment in any course, 
including developmental courses� 
Students Zho score ��� or above 
on the EP7 Zill be placed in 

college�level composition classes� 
E[emptions from the EP7 are 
granted only to those Zho present 
proof of one of the folloZing� 

•  A score of ��� or above on the 
critical reading section of the 
College Board SA7 5easoning 
7est

•  A score of �� or above on the 
AC7 English 7est 

•  A score of � or above on either 
the Language and Composition 
or Composition and Literature 
e[amination of the College 
Board Scholastic Advanced 
Placement Program 

•  Completion and transfer to CSU 
of the credits for a college course 
that satisfies the CSU *eneral 
Education reTuirement in English 
Composition, provided such a 
course Zas completed Zith a 
grade of C or better 

•  A result of µStandard E[ceeded� 
5eady for CSU or participating 
CCC college�level courseZork in 
English¶ on the CAASPP Early 
Assessment Program �EAP� 
e[am

7he folloZing µConditionally 5eady¶ 
statuses reTuire students to continue 
their preparation in the ��th grade 
by completing an approved English 
course Zith a grade of C or better� 
Students that do not meet the 
conditional reTuirement Zill need to 
participate in the CSU¶s Early Start 
Program, unless e[emption Zas met 
through another pathZay�

a� ��� � ��� on the Critical 
5eading portion of the SA7 
5easoning 7est
b� �� � �� on the English portion of 
the AC7 e[am
c� A result of µStandard Met� 
Conditionally 5eady for CSU 
or participating CCC college�
level courseZork in English¶ on 

the CAASPP Early Assessment 
Program �EAP� e[am

Entry Lev el M athematics ( ELM )

7he Entry Level Mathematics 
�ELM� E[amination is designed to 
assess and measure the level of 
mathematics skills acTuired through 
three years of rigorous college 
preparatory mathematics courseZork 
�Algebra I and II, and *eometry� of 
students entering the CSU� 

7he CSU ELM must be completed 
by all non�e[empt entering 
undergraduates prior to enrollment in 
any course, including developmental 
courses� Students Zho score �� or 
above on the ELM Zill be placed in 
college�level mathematics classes� 

E[emptions from the ELM are 
granted only to those Zho present 
proof of one of the folloZing�

• A score of ��� or above on 
the mathematics section of the 
College Board SA7 5easoning 
7est 

• A score of ��� or above on a 
College Board SA7 SubMect 7est 
in Mathematics �level � or level �� 

• A score of �� or above on the 
AC7 Mathematics 7est

• A score of � or above on 
the College Board Advanced 
Placement Calculus AB or 
Calculus BC e[am 

• A score of � or above on 
the College Board Advanced 
Placement Statistics e[amination 

• Completion and transfer to CSU 
of a college course that satisfies 
the reTuirement in Quantitative 
5easoning, provided such a 
course Zas completed Zith a 
grade of C or better

• A result of µStandard E[ceeded� 
5eady for CSU or participating 
CCC college�level courseZork in
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Completing a baccalaureate 
course Zith a C or better 
that meets the CSU *eneral 
Education�Breadth or I*E7C 
reTuirement in mathematical 
concepts and Tuantitative 
reasoning or appears on a 
�community college� �A�*� list� 
7o meet this reTuirement, the 
course must be above the level 
of intermediate algebra and have 
intermediate algebra as a stated, 
e[plicit prereTuisite�

For many maMors, a fourth year of 
high school mathematics, e�g� pre�
calculus, trigonometry, etc�, are 
recommended, but not reTuired for 
admission�

d. Science
� years Zith laboratory �one
biological and one physical�

7he Laboratory Science
reTuirement may be satisfied by�

Completing approved courses
from the ³A�*´ list�  � O5 �
Earning a �,  � or � on the
Advanced Placement e[amination
in biology, chemistry, or physics�
� O5 �
Earning a ��� or better score on
the SA7 SubMect test in biology
or a ��� or better in chemistry or
physics�   � O5 �
Completing a baccalaureate
course, Zith laboratory, Zith a C
or better, that applies to the CSU
*E Breadth reTuirement in the
physical universe and its life forms
or the I*E7C reTuirement for
physical and biological  sciences
or appears on a �community
college� �A�*� list�

(Note: The completion of an 
additional course in the laboratory 
science can add to the preparation of 
students for many CSU programs of 
study.)

e. Language other than
English 

� years in the same language 
�may be satisfied by demonstrating 
eTuivalent competence in another 
language�� 

Language other than English 
reTuirement may be satisfied by�

Completing approved courses from 
the  ³A�*´ list� ± O5 ±

Earning a �, � or � on the 
Advanced Placement e[amination 
in French, *erman, Latin, or 
Spanish�  ± O5 ±
Earning a Tualifying score on the 
SA7 subMect test in Chinese �����, 
French, French Zith Listening 
�����, *erman, *erman Zith 
Listening �����, Modern HebreZ 
�����, Italian �����, Japanese 
�����, .orean �����, Latin �����, 
or Spanish�Spanish Zith Listening 
������  ± O5 ± 
Alternative �see provisions in this 
section��  ± O5 ± 
Completing one year of 
baccalaureate study Zith a C or 
better of the same language other 
than English or appears on a 
�community college� �A�*� list�

One year �tZo semesters or three 
Tuarters� of college level courseZork 
is considered eTuivalent to tZo 
years of high school study� 7he tZo 
years of language other than English 
reTuirement may also be validated 
by successful completion of a single 
college level course� 7his course 
must meet either of the folloZing 
criteria�

• A first semester college level
course, described in the course 
catalog as being eTuivalent to tZo 
years of high school study�
• A second semester college
course, described in the course 
catalog Zith the prereTuisites of 
successful completion of the first 
semester course, O5  tZo years of  
high school study�

A campus may use a different 
eTuivalency for satisfying a 
graduation reTuirement� Courses 
in �Conversation� do not meet 
this reTuirement� Depending on 
campus policy, courses may also be 
used to satisfy general education 
reTuirements in arts, literature, 
philosophy, and foreign language�

Alternativ e to the T wo- Y ear 
Language other than English 
Study R eq uirement

Prospective CSU students may 
Tualify for an alternative method 
of meeting the language other 
than English study reTuirement by 
establishing competency through 
either documentation or assessment� 
Language e[perience Mudged to be 
comparable to tZo years of high 
school study as defined in the Model 
Curriculum Standards, *rades Nine 
7hrough 7Zelve� 7hese e[periences, 
together Zith appropriate 
documentation and assessment 
procedures, are described in the 
folloZing� 

D ocumentation of Language

Language competencies may be 
documented through school records 
or similar source documents� 
Applicants should indicate alternate 
means of satisfying the �e� 
reTuirement in the section reTuesting 
a listing of college preparatory 
subMects�

Formal Schooling in a 
Language other than English
7he applicant has completed at least 
three years of formal instruction in a 
school Zhere a language other than 
English Zas used as a medium of 
instruction at least one third of the 
time� 

Bilingual or immersion language 
programs in the United States are 
included� 7o satisfy this reTuirement, 
the three years of instruction must 
have started no earlier than age 
seven�  

7he CSU reTuires first�time freshman 
applicants to complete, Zith a grade 
of C or better in each course, a 
fifteen�unit comprehensive ³A�*´ 
pattern of college preparatory Zork�

“A - G” Subj ects 
a�   History�Social Science
� years reTuired �including 
one year of U�S� History and 
*overnment�
b�   English
� years reTuired
c�   Mathematics

� years reTuired �algebra, 
geometry, and intermediate 
algebra�
d�   Laboratory Science
 
� years Zith laboratory   
reTuired �one biological, one 
physical, both Zith lab�
e�    Language Other 7han English 
�LO7E�

 � years reTuired


f�   9isual and Performing Arts
 � year reTuired
g�    College Preparatory Electives 
� year reTuired

 Additional units are recommended 


 E[emptions based on language 
competence acTuired outside 
classroom settings

a. History/ Social Science
� years, including � year of
U�S� history or U�S� history and
government

7he U�S� History or U�S� History
and *overnment 5eTuirement
may be satisfied by�

Completing approved courses 
from the ³A�*´ list� � O5 �

Completing courseZork Zith a 
C or better that meets the CSU 
graduation reTuirements in United 
States history, constitution and 
American ideals �Section �����, 
7itle ���  � O5 �

earning a �, � or � on the 
Advanced Placement e[amination 
in American history� � O5 � earning 
a ��� or better score on the SA7 
SubMect test in American history�

7he additional social science 
reTuirement may be satisfied by�

Completing an approved course 
from the ³A�*´ list  � O5 �
Earning a �, � or � on the 
Advanced Placement e[amination 
in Economics, European History, 
Comparative *overnment 	 
Politics, Human *eography, 
Psychology, or :orld History�  � 
O5 �
Earning a ��� or better score 
on the SA7 SubMect test in :orld 
History� 

� O5 � Completing a 
baccalaureate course Zith a C 
or better that applies to the CSU 
*eneral Education�Breadth or 
I*E7C reTuirement in social, 
political, and economic institutions 
or appears on a �community 
college� �A�*� list�

b. English
� years

7he English reTuirement may be
satisfied by�
Completing approved courses
from the ³A�*´ list� � O5 � 
Earning a �, � or � on the
Advanced Placement English
Language and Composition
or English Literature and
Composition e[aminations� � O5 �
Earning a ��� or better on the
SA7 SubMect :riting 7est taken on
May ���� or after� � O5 � 
Earning a ��� ± or higher on the
Zriting portion of SA7� � O5 � 
Completing a baccalaureate
level course Zith a C or better
that meets the CSU *eneral
Education Breadth reTuirement in
Zritten communication in English
or the I*E7C English composition
reTuirement� � O5 �

Completing Zith a C or better the 
highest level of a developmental 
course that is prereTuisite to the 
*E�Breadth course in English 
Zill satisfy one year of college 
preparatory English or appears on 
a �community college� �A�*� list�

English as a Second Language
7Zo consecutive semesters of 
English as a Second Language 
�ESL� may be substituted for 
the first year of the four years of 
college preparatory English if the 
ESL course�s� appear on UC ³A�*´ 
list�  Advanced ESL courses are 
distinguished from elementary and 
intermediate courses by emphasis 
on reading and Zriting comparable 
to that in college preparatory 
courses, e[cept for differences in the 
instructional methods and materials� 
Elementary and intermediate 
courses in ESL are not considered 
college preparatory for the purpose 
of meeting subMect reTuirements for 
admission�

c. M athematics 
 � years� algebra, geometry, and 
intermediate algebra  �All students 
are encouraged to continue taking 
mathematics through the senior 
year��

7he mathematics reTuirement 
may be satisfied by�

Completing approved courses 
from the ³A�*´ list�  � O5 �
Earning a �, � or � on the Advanced 
Placement e[amination in 
mathematics �Calculus AB or  
Calculus BC or AP Statistics��  � O5 �
Earning a ��� or better score on 
the SA7 SubMect Mathematics test, 
Level I�  � O5 � 
Earning a ��� or better score on 
the SA7 SubMect Mathematics 
tests Level II�  � O5 �
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other than English reTuirement met 
through schooling in Spanish�� Other 
proper notations might included 
³Limited English Proficiency � 
9ietnamese,´ or ³7utor�Interpreter 
Mandarin´ or ³H�S� Assessment 
5ussian�´ It is not necessary for the 
high school to submit the documents 
used to establish eligibility� 

If not noted on the high school 
transcript, a letter from the school 
representative to a CSU admission 
office verifying that the student 
meets the reTuirement Zill also be 
accepted� It is not necessary for the 
high school to submit the documents 
used to establish eligibility� 

Students applying to the CSU should 
indicate the specific language in the 
³High School Preparation´ section of 
the application for admission� In the
application, students should indicate 
completion of tZo years of one 
language Zith a grade of credit�

American Sign Language

American Sign Language �ASL� 
courses on the UC¶s ³A�*´ list are 
accepted by the CSU as meeting the 
admission reTuirement for Language 
other than English� 

(For CSU staff: When reporting 
the student’s preparation in ERSA/
ERSS, the student should be 
considered to have completed two 
years of foreign language study.)

f.  Visual and Performing Arts

� year� art, dance, drama�theater, or 
music 

A student may satisfy this 
reTuirement by completing a single, 
yearlong approved course �i�e� 
the second semester is to be a 
continuation of the first semester, 
reTuiring completion of the first 
semester as a prereTuisite� or by 
completing tZo semester�long 
courses Zithin the same discipline 
�dance, music, drama�theater, visual 
art��

7he 9isual and Performing Arts 
5eTuirement may be satisfied by�

Completing approved courses from 
the ³A�*´ list�  ± O5 ± 

Earning a �, � or � on the 
Advanced Placement e[amination 
in art history, studio art or music�   
± O5 ±
Completing a baccalaureate 
course Zith a C or better in the 
visual and performing arts that 
applies toZard the CSU *eneral 
Education Breadth or I*E7C 
reTuirement in arts or appears on 
the �A�*� list�

Courses in this area consist of 
instruction in dance, drama�theater, 
music, and visual art and Zill appear 
o n  t h e  UC list of ³Courses to Meet 
5eTuirements for Admission to the 
University of California´ �³A�*´� list� 
Courses must reTuire, on average, 
the eTuivalent of a five�period class 
per Zeek� courses must be a full 
year in duration in order for students 
to develop their skills and abilities in 
this area� :ork outside of class must 
be reTuired� for e[ample, portfolio�
performance preparation, reading, 
Zriting, and critical listening�vieZing�  

Acceptable courses need not have 
any prereTuisite courses� Courses 
should provide students Zith an 
e[perience in the arts that implement 
the intent of the Department of 
Education 9isual and Performing Arts 
Standards, as folloZs�
 

Artistic Perception
Processing, analyzing, and 
responding to sensory information 
through the language and skills 
uniTue to a given art�

Creativ e Ex pression
Creating, performing, and 
participating in a given art�

Historical and Cultural Contex t 
Understanding historical 
contributions and cultural 
dimensions of a given art� 

Aesthetic Valuing
5esponding to, analyzing, and 
making critical assessments about 
Zorks in a given art form�

Connections, R elations and 
Applications 
Connecting and applying Zhat is 
learned in given art forms, subMect 
areas, and careers�

7he intention is to provide a 
meaningful e[perience and breadth 
of knoZledge of the arts so that 
students may apply their knoZledge 
and e[perience to the creation of art 
and�or are better able to understant 
and appreciate artistic e[pression 
on the basis of  that e[perience and 
knoZledge� Courses emphasizing 
performance and�or production must 
include appropriate critical�theoretical 
and historical�cultural content� 

³Appreciation´ courses should focus 
on the ability to make aesthetic 
Mudgments about Zorks of art and 
performances� Courses Zhich are 
primarily recreational, athletic or 
body conditioning, or for social 
entertainment are not acceptable 
visual and performing arts courses� 

Commercial courses or courses 
specifically designed for training for 
a profession in these areas are not 
acceptable�

SSecifications concerninJ 
sSecific visXal anG SerforPinJ 
arts areas:

D ance

Dance courses offered for physical 
education credit or under any other 
departmental arrangement are 
acceptable provided they include 
the specifications listed above� 7he 
intent is that appropriate critical 
and�or theoretical and historical 
and�or cultural content be provided 
in the course of dance instruction� 

Consecutive enrollment is not a 
reTuirement� 7ypical documentation 
Zill be the school transcript or 
another official document included 
in the student¶s cumulative folder or 
e�file� If official documents are not 
available, the high school counselor 
may recommend a Zaiver on the 
basis of other appropriate evidence� 

Participation in Programs for 
Persons with Limited English 
3roficiency

7he applicant Zas, at age �� or 
older, identified by a United States 
school as having limited English 
proficiency or Zas enrolled in a 
program for limited English proficient 
students, such as English as a 
Second Language or bilingual 
education courses�

7ypical documentation Zill be the 
school transcript or another official 
document� If official documents 
are not available, the high school 
counselor may recommend a Zaiver 
on the basis of other appropriate 
evidence�

Serv ice as a T utor/ I nterpreter in 
a Language other than English

7he applicant, at any time during 
enrollment in grades � through 
��, Zas designated by the school 
principal or designee to serve as 
a tutor or interpreter for students 
or adults in a school or community 
setting� 

Assessment of Language Skills 
by the High School

7he student demonstrates, 
through assessment, competence 
comparable to or e[ceeding 
the Standards for Second <ear, 
Nonrestricted Situations´ of the 
Model Curriculum Standards, *rades 
Nine 7hrough 7Zelve� Foreign 
Language� 

Use of a common stateZide 
assessment tool is not reTuired for 
purposes of this provision� Locally 
developed assessment procedures 
may be used to assess language 
competence gained outside of 
the high school setting� HoZever, 
the assessment used by the 
school or district should meet the 
guidelines outlined in �*uidelines for 
Assessment by the Schools��

Assessment of Language Skills 
by a CSU Campus

If at all possible, the student¶s 
language competence should 
be assessed Zhile the student is 
attending high school� HoZever, 
should language assessment as 
described above not be possible, the 
CSU Zill assist Zith arrangements for 
assessment at the time of application 
for admission� 

Applicants pursuing this approach 
should indicate the need for 
assessment using the online 
application for admission information 
in the section reTuesting a listing 
of college preparatory subMects� 
7he student Zill be reTuired to 
demonstrate competence at 
least comparable to the criteria 
for Stage 7Zo, as described by 
the Intersegmental Committee of 
Academic Senates¶ ³Statement on 
Competencies in Languages Other 
than English E[pected of Entering 
Freshmen�´ 

7he provisions recognize language 
and cultural learning comparable 
to, but potentially Tuite different 
from, traditional secondary foreign 
language curricula� Students most 
likely to meet the college preparatory 
foreign language reTuirement 
using the alternative provisions are 
neZcomers to the United States and 
those students Zho have been raised 
in households Zhere a language 
other than English is spoken� It is 
e[pected that most students Zho 
are native speakers of a language 
other than English Zill satisfy this 
reTuirement through documentation� 

It is not possible for an applicant 
using these provisions to satisfy a 
part �i�e�, one year� of the language 
reTuirement� Counselors should 
encourage students Zho appear 
to have the language skills to use 
documentation provisions� 7he 
assessment alternatives should be 
used only if official documentation is 
not available�

Guidelines for Assessment by 
the Schools

For purposes of assessing language 
skills, the CSU has defined 
³comparable´ to mean the general 
ability to communicate in appropriate 
cultural conte[t at the level described 
in the Model Curriculum Standards� 

³*eneral ability´ means that 
demonstration of functional 
proficiency in e[cess of the 
³Standards for Second <ear´ in any 
one or combination of skills may 
compensate for performance beloZ 
the standards in other skills� 7hus, 
it is possible for students Zho have 
oral�aural communication skills 
Zell above the standards to meet 
the reTuirement even though they 
have limited reading and�or Zriting 
abilities� Compensatory scoring 
recognizes the Zide variance in 
content and kind of e[perience 
gained through language learning 
and acTuisition�

9erification 3roceGXre to 
D emonstrate Language 
Competence

7he official high school transcript is 
the primary document for certification 
of a student¶s academic record� 
7herefore, the CSU recommends a 
notation on the high school transcript 
as evidence of the high school¶s 
determination of a student¶s eligibility 
of college preparatory language 
other than English reTuirement� 

7he notation on the transcript should 
specify the provision under Zhich 
the student Tualifies� For e[ample, a 
notation might read ³CSU Language 
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Subj ect R eq uirement 
Substitution for Students with 
D isabilities

Applicants Zith disabilities are 
encouraged to complete preparatory 
course reTuirements� In certain 
circumstances, if applicants are 
independently Mudged as unable to 
fulfill a specific course reTuirement 
because of a documented disability, 
alternate college preparatory courses 

may be substituted for specific 
subMect reTuirements� 
Substitutions may be authorized on 
a case�by�case basis after revieZ of 
disability documentation, academic 
records and recommendation by 
an academic advisor or guidance 
counselor in consultation Zith an 
admission officer and the director of 
a CSU Office of Services to Students 
Zith Disabilities�  

Students should be aZare that failure 
to complete the courses reTuired for 
admission may limit later enrollment 
in certain maMors, particularly those 
involving mathematics or languages 
other than English� 

For further information, please 
contact the admission officer or the 
director of the Office of Services to 
Students Zith Disabilities at the CSU 
campus Zhere the student Zishes to 
attend�

E[amples of acceptable courses 
could include ballet, modern dance, 
Mazz and ethnic dance, choreography 
and improvisation, dance history, and 
dance production�performance� 

E[amples of unacceptable courses 
could include aerobics, drill team, 
cheerleading, recreational dance, 
ballroom dance, or other courses in 
Zhich the primary intent is physical 
fitness or e[ercise�

M usic

Music courses emphasizing 
performance should include 
appropriate critical�theoritical 
and historical�cultural content�  
Music ³appreciation´ courses 
should focus on the ability to 
make aesthetic Mudgments 
about musical performances or 
performances� 

E[amples of acceptable courses 
could include band �concert, 
symphonic, Mazz�, orchestra, choir 
�e�g� Mazz, soul, and madrigal�, music 
history�appreciation, and music 
theory�composition� 

E[amples of unacceptable courses 
could include a musical group that 
performs occasionally for sporting or 
other events�

Visual Arts

9isual arts courses emphasizing 
the creation of art are acceptable 
provided they include the 
specifications listed above� 
7he intent is that appropriate 
critical and�or theoretical and 
historical and�or cultural content 
be provided in course of arts 
instruction� 

9isual arts courses emphasizing 
art history are acceptable 
provided they include ³creative 
e[pression´ or ³aesthetic valuing´ 
according to the standards listed 
above� 

E[amples of acceptable courses 
could include painting, draZing, 
sculpture, art photography, 
printmaking, video production, 
contemporary media, ceramics, and 
art history� 

E[amples of unacceptable 
courses Zould include crafts 
courses, mechanical drafting, 
and photography if offered as a 
photoMournalism component in a 
yearbook or school neZspaper�

g.  Electiv es 
 � year selected from the above 
areas or other approved college 
preparatory ³A�*´ courses

Electives � On a course�by�course 
basis, one or more years may be 
satisfied by�

Completing approved courses 
from the ³A�*´ list�  ± O5 ±

Completing courses Zith a C or 
better that apply toZard the CSU 
*eneral Education Breadth or 
Intersegmental *eneral Education 
7ransfer Curriculum �I*E7C� 
reTuirements or appears on the 
�A�*� list� 
± O5 ±

Completing courses Zith a C 
or better in the liberal arts and 
sciences, beyond those courses 
listed above�   ± O5 ±

Earning a �, �, or � on Advanced 
Placement e[aminations not listed 
above�

7he four CSU campuses Zith 
agriculture programs �Chico, Fresno, 
Pomona, and San Luis Obispo� Zill 
e[amine courses not on the UC 
³A�*´ list to determine on a course�
by�course basis if they meet the 
reTuirements for admission�

Y ear- seq uence Course

A final grade of C or better in the 
second semester of a yearlong 
course is recognized as validation 
of satisfactory completion of subMect 

performance reTuirements only in the 
subMects of mathematics, chemistry, 
or languages other than English�

M ultiple- year Courses 

Completion of an advanced course 
in the same subMect presupposes 
knoZledge of the previous course�s� 
in languages other than English 
and mathematics� For e[ample, 
satisfactory completion of a second 
year of foreign language Zill validate 
the first year� 7he second year of 
algebra Zill validate first�year algebra 
but Zill not validate geometry� 
Integrated studies that appear on 
UC ³A�*´ list Zill satisfy the subMect 
reTuirements certified� 

7he CSU high school reTuirement 
in mathematics �algebra, geometry, 
and intermediate algebra� may be 
validated Zith higher�level college 
preparatory mathematics courses 
such as trigonometry, analytic 
geometry, calculus, and Integrated 
Mathematics III�

Ex ceeding M inimum 
R eq uirements

Although not an admission 
reTuirement, all students and 
especially those students planning to 
maMor in mathematics, the sciences 
�including computer science�, 
engineering, pre�medicine, other 
science related fields, business, 
or economics are encouraged to 
complete four years of college 
preparatory Zork in mathematics� 

Demonstrated proficiency in English 
and mathematics is reTuired prior 
to enrollment� �See �English and 
Mathematics Placement 7ests, EP7�
ELM� for additional information��
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 SA7   �combination of mathematics and critical reading scores�
7he CSU does not currently use results of the SA7 or AC7 Zriting scores in the determination of admission�

Eligibility I ndex  T able of California High School 
Graduates or R esidents of California*

�$ *3$ of ���� anG aEove TXalifies for any score in $CT or S$T�

*PA beloZ ��� does 
not Tualify for admission
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to satisfy the subMect reTuirement, 
but the grade does not enter into 
the *PA computed for the eligibility 
inde[� 

Courses in mathematics and foreign 
language completed in the �th and 
�th grades Zith grades of C or higher 
should be included in the ³High 
School Preparation´ section if they 
are comparable in content to courses 
offered at the high school� HoZever, 
no grades earned in �th, �th, or 
�th grade courses are used in the 
calculation of the high school *PA�

Honors Courses

Courses designated as honors 
courses on the UC¶s ³A�*´ list 
receive additional points for grade 
point average calculations� Honors, 
AP, and IB courses approved for 
additional honors credit are identified 
on the UC ³A�*´ list�

*rades in approved honors courses 
as designated on the UC ³A�*´ list 
are assigned an additional point for 
grades of A, B, or C� 7here are no 
honors points aZarded for grades of 
D and F� 

CSU Zill aZard honors points in the 
grade point average calculation for � 
semester courses taken in ��th and 
��th grades, including up to tZo IB or 
AP courses or honors courses Zith 
��th or ��th grade content taken by 
a student in ��th grade�

Honors credit for grade point 
calculation is aZarded according to 
the folloZing criteria and policies�

a� *rades in approved honors 
courses receive five points for 
each unit of A, or � points for B, or 
� points for C� No bonus points are 
aZarded for grades of D or F�

b� A ma[imum of four units of 
honors �eight semester courses� 
may be granted additional points�

 
c� Only honor courses taken during 
or after the ��th grade may be 
assigned additional points�

 
d� Honors level courses must be 
limited to students meeting criteria 
established by the district or school 
that specify prereTuisite courses 
and appropriate performance 
levels�

 
e� Honors level courses must have 
e[tended and enriched content, 
significantly higher performance 
e[pectations, and additional 
Zorkload that set them apart 
from regular college preparatory 
courses in the same subMect�

 
f� A high school course that is not 
an AP course shall be designated 
an honors level course only 
Zhen there is a regular college 
preparatory course offered in the 
same subMect at the same grade 
level�

 
g� Honors level courses must 
include a comprehensive Zritten 
final e[amination�

 
h�  Advanced Placement courses 
in the ³A�*´ college preparatory 
subMects are honors courses�

 
i�  If a school offers an Advanced 
Placement course in addition to an 
honors level course in the same 
subMect, an additional one�year 
course in the same subMect may be 
certified as honors� A ma[imum of 
tZo yearlong courses in a subMect 
may be certified�

 
M�  Designated International 
Baccalaureate courses listed on 
the UC ³A�*´ list are considered to 
be honors courses�

k� Baccalaureate level courses in 
English, foreign language, history, 
laboratory science, and advanced 
mathematics �advanced algebra, 
math analysis, trigonometry, 
precalculus, calculus� completed 
at a regionally accredited college 
or university Zill be considered 
honors level if they meet the above 
criteria� 

 
l� Documentation for courses 
certified as honors level must 
be available for revieZ upon 
reTuest by CSU officials� Such 
documentation should include lists 
of prereTuisites, syllabi, copies 
of final e[aminations, and, if 
applicable, reports on participation 
and performance on Advanced 
Placement e[aminations�

 
m� High schools should clearly 
designate honors level courses 
that have been certified on the 
UC ³A�*´ list on the high school 
transcript, preferably by the 
designators ³H,´ ³AP,´ and ³IB�´

T o calculate GPA with Ex tra Points

T otal
Grade 
Points
per Course

T otal 
Grade
Points

A � [ �  ��
B �� [ �  ��
C � [ �  4
D � [ �  �
F � [ �  �

Sub �� ��
Ex tra 6
T otal ��
Ex ample calculation:   6 1/ 19 =  3 .21 
GPA

High School Grade Point 
Av erage ( GPA)

7he high school grade point average 
is based on grades earned in all 
approved college preparatory ³A�*´ 
courses taken in the ��th, ��th, and 
��th grades�

a� 7he high school *PA is based 
upon Zork completed after grade � 
but prior to high school graduation� 
Summer sessions folloZing grade � 
are included in the calculation� 

b� :hen courses are offered for 
less than full unit value, fractions 
of course credit may be rounded, 
course by course, to the nearest ��� 
unit or eTuivalent�

c� Any grade may be repeated Zith 
the e[act same course �honors, IB 
or AP courses may only be repeated 
Zith the same level honors, IB or 
AP course�� 5epeated courses are 
used only once in the grade point 
calculation using the attempt Zith 
the highest earned grade� HoZever, 
if the highest grade Zas earned 
in grade �, it is not included in the 
*PA� Units and grades accumulated 
by repeating courses may not be 
counted toZard meeting tZo subMect 
reTuirements�

d� College level Zork recorded 
on the high school transcript as 
meeting high school graduation 
reTuirements or recorded only on a 
college transcript is used to calculate 
high school units and *PA� Unless 
otherZise noted by the high school, 
one course of three semester �four 
Tuarter� units is usually considered 
eTuivalent to one year of high school 
study�

e� :here percentage grades are 
used on the high school transcript 
and letter grade conversion is not 

provided, the conversion chart beloZ 
should be used�

 LoZest Passing *rade
A B C D

7 5 ������ ����� ����� �����
7 0 ������ ����� ����� �����
6 5 ������ ����� ����� �����
6 0 ������ ����� ����� �����
5 0 ������ ����� ����� �����

:here no loZest passing grade 
is indicated on the transcript, and 
Zhere it cannot be determined 
from the grade and credit on the 
transcript, �� is considered to be the 
loZest passing grade�

f� Plus and minus grading 
designations on high school 
courses are not used for grade point 
calculations�

g� Semester grades are used 
generally� hoZever, courses of other 
lengths may be prorated as a portion 
of a year course� 

7o calculate the *PA, assign � grade 
points for each unit of A, � points for 
each B, � points for each C, � point 
for each D, and � point for each F, 
and multiply the units by the grade 
points� Sum the units and grade 
points separately� then divide the 
total grade points by total units to get 
the average� 

Example: Total Grade Points/Total 
Units = GPA

T otal
Grade 
Points
per Unit

T otal 
Grade
Points

A � [ �  ��
B �� [ �  ��
C � [ �  4
D � [ �  �
F � [ �  �

T otals 19 5 5
Calculation:   5 5  /  19  =   2.89 GPA

h� If a high school course has been 
repeated, only the higher grade need 
be recorded� HoZever, if the student 
is currently repeating a course 
or plans to repeat a course, the 
original grade must be considered 
in the section of the application for 
admission on high school preparation 
Zith a notation indicating Zhen the 
course repetition is planned� 7he 
original course grade is used to 
calculate the *PA if the course to 
be repeated has not already been 
completed� 

i� Courses taken in �th grade or 
earlier� Although college preparatory 
subMect reTuirements may be met 
through satisfactory completion 
of courses taken prior to the ��th 
grade, the *PA used in calculating 
the eligibility inde[ is based only on 
Zork completed after grade �� 7hus, 
a student completing Algebra I in the 
�th grade �or in some instances, the 
�th grade� must earn a C or better 
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Financial Aid and Financial 
Planning Activ ities

•  5esearch financial aid�college 
costs

•  Be aZare of all the financial aid 
rules, policies, and deadlines� 
7he financial aid office or a 
financial aid counselor can 
provide this information�

•  Use the CSU Cost Calculator at 
ZZZ�csumentor�edu to receive 
an estimate of the financial aid 
for Zhich you may Tualify�

•  Attend a financial aid Zorkshop 
if planning on applying for 
education loans�

•  Plan the entire financial picture� 
:hat amount of total funds Zill 
need to be earned, borroZed 
through loans, or received 
through grants and scholarships 
to cover all university related 
e[penses"

O rientation and Early 
R egistration

•  Students should participate in 
orientation and early registration 
to make sure they receive the 
right courses at the best times 
for their schedules� 

•  All CSU campus Zebsites can be 
accessed at ZZZ�calstate�edu� 
Select the ³Campuses´ menu 
and then select the campus of 
your choice�

Fee W aiv ers and Ex emptions

7he California Education Code 
includes provisions for the Zaiver or 
e[emption of mandatory systemZide 
tuition fees as folloZs�

Section ������� ± Qualifying 
children, spouses�registered 
domestic partners, or unmarried 
surviving spouses�registered 
domestic partners of a Zar period 
veteran of the U�S� military Zho is 
totally service�connected disabled 

or Zho died as a result of service�
related causes� children of any 
veteran of the U�S� military Zho has 
a service�connected disability, Zas 
killed in action, or died of a service�
connected disability and meets 
specified income provisions� any 
dependents or surviving spouse�
registered domestic partner Zho 
has not remarried of a member of 
the California National *uard Zho in 
the line of duty and in active service 
of the state Zas killed or became 
permanently disabled or died of a 
disability as a result of an event Zhile 
in active service of the state� and 
undergraduate students Zho are the 
recipient of or the child of a recipient 
of a Congressional Medal of Honor 
and meet certain age and income 
restrictions�

Section ����� ± Qualifying children 
and surviving spouses�registered 
domestic partners of deceased public 
laZ enforcement or fire suppression 
employees Zho Zere California 
residents and Zho Zere killed in the 
course of active laZ enforcement or 
fire suppression duties �referred to 
as Alan Pattee Scholarships�� and 

Section ����� ± Qualifying students 
enrolled in an undergraduate 
program Zho are the surviving 
dependent of any individual killed 
in the September ��, ���� terrorist 
attacks on the :orld 7rade Center 
in NeZ <ork City, the Pentagon 
building in :ashington, D�C�, or the 
crash of United Airlines Flight �� in 
southZestern Pennsylvania, if the 
student meets the financial need 
reTuirements set forth in Section 
������� for the Cal *rant A Program 
and either the surviving dependent 
or the individual killed in the attacks 
Zas a resident of California on 
September ��, ����� Students Zho 
may Tualify for these benefits should 
contact the Admissions�5egistrar¶s 
Office for further information and�or 

an eligibility determination�
Section ����� ± Students Zho 
are victims of trafficking, domestic 
violence, and other serious crimes 
Zho have been granted 7 or U 
visa status are e[empt from paying 
nonresident tuition if they ��� 
attended high school in California for 
three or more years� ��� graduated 
from a California high school or 
attained the eTuivalent� and ��� 
registered as an entering student 
or are currently enrolled at a CSU 
campus� 

Section ������� ± Students Zho 
are not residents of California are 
e[empt from paying nonresident 
tuition if they ��� attended high 
school in California for three or 
more years or earned credits in 
California from a California high 
school eTuivalent to three or more 
years in full�time high school 
courseZork and a total of three 
or more years of attendance in 
California elementary schools, 
California secondary schools, or a 
combination of those schools� ��� 
graduated from a California high 
school or attained the eTuivalent� 
and ��� registered as an entering 
student or are currently enrolled at a 
CSU campus� In addition, students 
Zithout laZful immigration status Zill 
be reTuired to file an affidavit stating 
that they have filed an application 
to legalize their immigration status, 
or Zill file an application as soon 
as they are eligible to do so� 7his 
e[emption from paying nonresident 
tuition does not apply to students 
Zho are nonimmigrant aliens Zithin 
the meaning of � U�S�C� �����a�����, 
e[cept as provided by Section ����� 
above�

Students Zho may Tualify for 
these benefits should contact the 
Admissions�5egistrar¶s Office 
for further information and�or an 
eligibility determination�

Adv anced Placement/
Standing
Students may earn up to si[ 
semester units of baccalaureate 
credit for each Advanced Placement 
e[amination of the College Entrance 
E[amination Board on Zhich the 
applicant receives a score of �, � or 
�� 

Baccalaureate Credit
Baccalaureate level courses taken 
in high school may be aZarded 
transfer credit unless the college or 
university transcript designates that 
the courses Zere used solely to meet 
high school graduation reTuirements� 
Students are reTuired to submit an 
official transcript from a regionally 
accredited college or university 
shoZing completion of baccalaureate 
level courses to receive such credit�

I nternational Baccalaureate
International Baccalaureate courses 
designated as honors courses on 
the UC ³A�*´ list are aZarded e[tra 
grade points for computation of the 
high school grade point average�  
In addition, most CSU campuses 
aZard advanced standing credit for 
successful performance on Higher 
Level IB e[aminations� Information 
about IB credit practices is available 
from CSU campuses�

College- Lev el Ex amination 
Program ( CLEP)  

Students may earn units of 
baccalaureate credit for College 
Level Entrance Program �CLEP� 
e[aminations Zhich may be 
applied toZard the degree and�or 
admission eligibility� CSU faculty 
has determined the passing scores, 
minimum units of credit earned, and 
certification area �*eneral Education 
Breadth and�or U�S� History, 
Constitution, and American Ideals� 
for these e[ams�  

Information about CLEP credit 
practices is available from CSU 
campuses�

�See ³Non�traditional Credit´ for 
further descriptions of baccalaureate 
credit that can be earned by means 
other than traditional college course 
enrollment��

High School Graduation 
Eq uiv alency
Applicants presenting the state 
high school proficiency test or the 
*ED are e[pected to meet the 
���unit college preparatory subMect 
reTuirements and the eligibility 
inde[ based on appropriate courses 
completed after the �th grade�

Students W ho are not High 
School Graduates
Students Zho are not high school 
graduates may satisfy the high 
school graduation reTuirement by 
submitting the California Certificate 
of Proficiency or the *eneral 
Educational Development �*ED� 
certificate or eTuivalent certificates 
aZarded by other states�

California High School 
3roficiency Test
A ³pass´ on the California High 
School Proficiency E[amination is 
considered eTuivalent to graduation 
from high school� For additional 
information on the e[am, refer to 
ZZZ�chspe�net�

T ests of General Educational 
D ev elopment ( GED )  
According to the California 
Department of Education �CDE�, 
to pass the *ED 7est in California, 
e[aminees must� �� 5eceive a 
standard score of at least ��� on 
each of the five *ED subtests� and 
�� Earn an average standard score of 
��� or higher� For more information, 
visit CDE at 
ZZZ�cde�ca�gov�ta�tg�gd��

High School Student Checklist

•  Establish an educational plan
•  Discuss your college aspiration 

Zith your family
•  If enrolled in a California high 

school, take the California 
Assessment of Student 
Performance and Progress 
�CAASPP� and fill in the bubble 
to release scores to the CSU

•  7ake Advanced Placement and 
honors courses

•  Attend college information 
events at your school

•  Meet Zith your school counselor 
to discuss your college plans and 
hoZ to reach your goal�s�

•  Prepare for college admission 
tests

•  9isit college campuses

Apply O nline

•  9isit ZZZ�calstate�edu�college 
to learn more about all CSU 
campuses and related maMor 
reTuirements 

•  Start the online application 
process early and submit your 
application during the application 
priority period� 7he CSU begins 
accepting applications for fall 
term the preceding October �� 

•  Check campus application 
deadlines as campuses may 
have different deadlines based 
on the number of students 
applying for admission to that 
campus�

•  :hen reTuested by the 
CSU campus�es�, send your 
transcripts directly to the 
admission office of your campus 
choice�s��
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Entering resident freshmen Zho are not proficient in math 
or ³at risk´ in English Zill need to start the remediation 
process before their first term� 

All neZ freshmen students Zho have not demonstrated 
college�readiness in mathematics and English Zill need 
to begin Zork on becoming ready for college�level 
English and mathematics before the start of their first 
term� 7he goals of Early Start Program are to�

•  Better prepare students in math and English, before 
the fall semester of freshman year�

•  Add an important and timely assessment tool in 
preparing students for college� and

•  Improve students¶ chances of successful completion 
of a college degree�

5esident students Zould be reTuired to participate in the 
Early Start Program if their ELM score is less than �� 
and�or their EP7 score is less than ���� 

NeZly admitted freshman students Zho are reTuired to 
complete Early Start Zill be notified of the reTuirement 
and options for completing the program as part of 
campus communications to neZly admitted students�  

For more information on the Early Start Program and 
college success, please visit ZZZ�csusuccess�org�

EAR LY  ST AR T  PR O GR AM

Serv ices to Students with 
D isabilities

Students Zho have a verifiable 
disability that prevents them 
from completing specific course 
reTuirements and need to have 
special accommodations in the 
classroom, or Zho Zant additional 
information on support services 
provided to Tualified students, 
should contact the Office of Services 
to Students Zith Disabilities �also 
called Disabled Student Services� 
at the appropriate CSU campus as 
soon as possible� Careful planning is 
necessary to ensure that otherZise 
Tualified students Zith disabilities are 
able to be admitted to the CSU and 
succeed in the classroom�

Support services are available to 
students Zith certifiable disabilities� 
Students must contact the respective 
campus as early as possible in 
order to learn more about services 
available� 7he Policy for Provision 
of Accommodation and Support 

Services to Students Zith Disabilities 
highlights the programs for students 
Zith disabilities through the CSU� 
CSU *uidelines for the Assessment 
and 9erification of Students Zith 
Learning Disabilities, referred to 
as CSU *uidelines, are designed 
to provide an eTual educational 
opportunity to students Zith learning 
disabilities Zho are otherZise 
Tualified for admission� Additional 
information about services to 
students Zith disabilities can be 
obtained from each CSU campus or 
at� 
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�disabilities�
shtml�

I mmuniza tion R eq uirements

Entering CSU students are reTuired 
to present proof of the folloZing 
immunizations to the CSU campus 
they Zill be attending before the 
beginning of their first term of 
enrollment�  

Measles and 5ubella� All neZ and 
readmitted students must provide 

proof of full immunization against 
measles and rubella prior to 
enrollment�  

Hepatitis B� All neZ students Zho 
Zill be �� years of age or younger at 
the start of their first term at a CSU 
campus must provide proof of full 
immunization against Hepatitis B 
before enrolling� Full immunization 
against Hepatitis B consists of three 
timed doses of a vaccine over a 
minimum four to si[ month period� 

If you need further details or have 
special circumstances, please 
consult the university health center 
or designated campus personnel� 
Each incoming freshman Zho Zill 
be residing in on�campus housing 
Zill be reTuired to return a form 
indicating that they have received 
information about meningococcal 
disease and the availability of the 
vaccine to prevent contracting the 
disease and indicating Zhether 
or not the student has chosen to 
receive the vaccination� 7hese are 
not admission reTuirements, but are 
reTuired of students as conditions of 
enrollment in the CSU� 
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T ransfer Based on Current  
Admission Criteria

7he applicant meets the freshman 
admission reTuirements in effect for 
the term for Zhich the application is 
filed�  � O5 �

T ransfer Based on High School 
Eligibility  

7he applicant Zas eligible as 
a freshman at the time of high 
school graduation and has been 
in continuous attendance in an 
accredited college since high school 
graduation�  � O5 �

T ransfer Based on M aking Up 
M issing Subj ects

7he applicant had a Tualifiable 
eligibility inde[ at the time of high 
school graduation �combination of 
*PA and test scores if needed�, 
has made up any missing college 
preparatory subMect reTuirements 
Zith a grade of C or better, and has 
been in continuous attendance in an 
accredited college since high school 
graduation� 

One baccalaureate level course of at 
least � semester �� Tuarter� units is 
usually considered eTuivalent to one 
year of high school study�

(Note: Due to enrollment 
pressures, most CSU campuses do 
not admit lower division transfers. 
Some campuses may require 
lower division transfer students 
to complete specific college 
coursework, e.g. the four basic skill 
courses, as part of their admission 
criteria.)

T ransfer Associate D egree:  A 
Pathway to the CSU D egree

7he Student 7ransfer Achievement 
5eform Act �SB ����� established an 
Associate in Arts for transfer �AA�7� 
or Associate in Science for transfer 

�AS�7� for CCC students� 7he AA�7 
or AS�7 degrees are designed to 
provide a clear pathZay to the CSU 
degree maMor� 

For information on meeting the 
reTuirements for a transfer AA�7�
AS�7 degree, students should contact 
their local community college transfer 
center or advisor� 

An up�to�date list of associate 
degrees offered by CCC, and CSU 
campuses Zhere degree maMors are 
aligned Zith CCC can be found at� 
ZZZ�adegreeZithaguarantee�com

T ransfer Admission 
R eq uirements

Admission R eq uirements 
for the Associate D egree for 
T ransfer

CCC students Zho are aZarded a 
transfer associate 
�AA�7�AS�7� degree and meet 
the CSU minimum admission 
reTuirements are guaranteed 
admission Zith Munior standing 
and are given priority admission 
consideration Zhen applying to a 
program that has been deemed 
similar to the degree earned at the 
student¶s community college� Once 
admitted, the student Zill only be 
reTuired to complete �� additional 
prescribed units to Tualify for the 
similar baccalaureate degree� 

7he transfer associate �AA�7�AS�7� 
degrees include� 

•  �� semester or �� Tuarter units 
of courseZork eligible for transfer 
to the CSU, including *eneral 
Education� I*E7C �CSU� or CSU 
*E Breadth� 

•  at least �� units of courseZork 
in the maMor or area of emphasis 
as defined by the California 
Community College AA�7 or AS�7 
degree� 

Associate degree for transfer 
applicants must have a minimum 
cumulative *PA of ��� or all college�
level Zork completed� 

For up�to�date information on the 
transfer associate degree, visit ZZZ�
calstate�edu�transfer�degrees�aa�
degrees�shtml  or visit your California 
Community College 7ransfer Center� 

T ransfer -  General Education 
Course R eq uirements

All students Zho earn a 
baccalaureate degree from the CSU 
are reTuired to complete at least �� 
semester ��� Tuarter� units of general 
education �*E�� Of the �� semester 
units, at least � semester ��� Tuarter� 
units must be upper division level 
courses taken at the CSU campus 
aZarding the degree� 

It is highly recommended that CCC 
students complete the �� loZer 
division general education units 
Zhile attending a CCC campus prior 
to transfer to the CSU� Some CSU 
campuses have general education 
programs Zith minimum unit 
reTuirements of greater than �� units� 

(Note: Students are urged to access 
www.csumentor.edu or www.assist.
org to learn more about the CSU 
general education requirements. 
The CSUMentor website has an 
online transfer planner that helps 
students track their progress 
in meeting general education 
requirements while attending a CCC. 
For students who enroll at CSU 
with 60 transferable semester (90 
quarter) units but have completed few 
general education units, completion 
of the baccalaureate program may 
take longer than initially anticipated. 
Thorough planning with a counselor 
is essential in order to minimize the 
number of academic terms needed to 
earn a baccalaureate degree.)

Each year, nearly ��,��� transfer 
students enter the CSU system and 
�� percent of those are transfer 
students from the California 
Community Colleges �CCC�� 

7ransfer students Zho begin their 
educational program at a CCC 
are as successful academically as 
students Zho enter CSU directly 
from a California high school� Over 
tZo�thirds of students Zho receive a 
baccalaureate degree from the CSU 
begin their educational program at a 
CCC� 

7he key to a successful transfer 
is early planning to ensure that 
students complete courses that meet 
the admission, general education, 
and loZer division maMor preparation 
reTuirements� 7he CSU seeks to 
assist CCC students in preparing 
for transfer and completing their 
baccalaureate degree at one of the 
�� CSU campuses�

Admission Priority

7he CSU gives priority admission 
consideration to CCC students Zho 
meet the CSU upper�division transfer 
admission reTuirements� HoZever, 
the highest admission priority is 
given to CCC students Zho have 
earned a CCC transfer associate 
degree� CCC students Zill be 
considered as having achieved Munior 
class level standing once they have 
completed the transfer associate 
degree or at least �� semester ��� 
Tuarter� transferable level units 
that meet their loZer�division maMor 
reTuirements�

T ransfer Credit

A ma[imum of �� semester ���� 
Tuarter� baccalaureate units earned 
at community colleges may be 
transferred to the CSU� Community 
college courseZork completed 

above the �� units may be used 
to meet general education �*E�, 
elective units, or maMor preparation 
reTuirements even if the units Zill 
not count toZard the baccalaureate 
degree�

7ransfer credit is also granted to 
students Zho successfully complete 
eTuivalent courses at other 
accredited or four�year courses or 
universities�

T ransfer:  Grade Point Av erage

Calculations of transfer grade point 
averages include all transferable 
units attempted at all colleges 
attended and are part of transfer 
admission reTuirements�

Upper- D iv ision T ransfer 
Admission R eq uirements 

7o Tualify for admission as an upper 
division transfer, applicants must 
complete �� or more semester ��� or 
more Tuarter� transferable units and 
have met the folloZing reTuirements� 

•  Completed at least �� semester 
��� Tuarter� units of general 
education courses, Zith a grade 
of C or better in each course, 
including� 

All general education 
reTuirements in communication 
in the English language �� 
semester or ����� Tuarter units� 
consisting of one course in Zritten 
communication, one course in 
oral communication, one course 
in critical thinking �CSU *E 
category A�, and one course 
in mathematics� Tuantitative 
reasoning �CSU *E category B���  

7he mathematics course must 
have intermediate algebra as a 
pre�reTuisite unless completetion 
of area B is certified or the student 

has earned a transfer associates 
degree� *o to ZZZ�ASSIS7�org 
for listings of courses at every 
CCC that meet the CSU general 
education reTuirements�  

•  AcTuired a cumulative grade 
point average of ��� or better 
in all transferable college units 
attempted� and  

•  Are in good standing at the last 
college or university attended 
�i�e� eligible to re�enroll at that 
college or university��  

Lower- D iv ision T ransfer 
Admission R eq uirements

An applicant Zho completes feZer 
than �� semester ��� Tuarter� units 
of college credit is considered a 
loZer division transfer student� 
Due to enrollment pressures, most 
CSU campuses do not admit loZer 
division transfers so that more 
upper division transfers can be 
accommodated� 

Having feZer than �� semester ��� 
Tuarter� units at the point of transfer 
may affect eligibility for registration 
priority at CSU campuses and may 
affect the student¶s financial aid 
status� 

California resident transfer applicants 
Zith feZer than �� semester or �� 
Tuarter units must�

 
•  have a cumulative grade point 

average of ��� �C� or better in all 
transferable units attempted� 

•  be in good standing at the last 
institution attended� and 

•  meet any one of the folloZing 
eligibility standards�
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T ransfer Grade Point Av erage 
( GPA)

Calculations of transfer grade point 
averages include all transferable 
units attempted at all colleges 
attended and are part of transfer 
admission reTuirements�

Grade Point Av erage 
Calculation

�� Use all units earned from 
transferable courses to calculate 
grade point averages�

�� Convert Tuarter units to semester 
units by multiplying Tuarter units 
by ���� Convert semester units to 
Tuarter units by multiplying semester 
units by � ����

�� Calculate the *PA by first 
assigning� 

•  � grade points for each A 
•  � points for each B 
•  � points for each C 
•  � point for each D
•  � points for each F

Multiply the points assigned for each 
grade by the number of the course 
units �e�g�, a ��unit class Zith a 
grade of A eTuals �� grade points 
but a ��unit course Zith a grade of A 
eTuals �� grade points, etc��� 

Add the total grade points and then 
divide the total grade points by the 
total transferable units attempted to 
get the transfer *PA� A CSU campus 
may elect to take into account 
plus and minus designations used 
in combination Zith letter grades 
by adding ��� for each plus and 
subtracting ��� for each minus, 
e[cept that no college�university 
grade point value shall be less than � 
or greater than ����

�� Honor the grading policies of the 
institution Zhere credit Zas earned 
by accepting official transcript entries 

including those reÀecting academic 
reneZal, repeat, and incomplete 
grades� Courses graded Pass�No 
Pass or Credit�No Credit shall be 
computed at neutral value Zith no 
grade points, and are not part of the 
*PA calculation�

�� Evaluate transfer course grades 
or symbols used to designate 
unsatisfactory, failing or non�passing 
Zork at time of ZithdraZal �such as 
U:, :U, and :F� as failing grades 
unless otherZise defined by the 
institution assigning the grades�

�� 7he grade point average is 
calculated by using the folloZing 
formula�
 
 GPA Formula:
 Multiply grade points by course 

units and add all grade points� 
7otal transfer grade points earned 
divided by 7otal graded transfer 
units attempted   Cumulative 
*PA�

 
GPA Ex amples:
��� grade points��� units  

attempted   ��� cumulative 
grade point average �*PA�

��� grade points��� units 
attempted   ��� cumulative  
grade point average �*PA�

Articulation
 
Articulation is the process of 
developing a formal Zritten and 
published agreement that identifies 
courses from a ³sending´ campus 
�usually a CCC� that are acceptable 
in lieu of specific courses at a 
³receiving´ campus �generally a 
��year institution such as a CSU 
campus��       
  
Articulation of courses from CCC  
to CSU is important to ensure 
transfer students are taking 
courses that may meet loZer 

division maMor preparation course 
reTuirements� .eep in mind that 
community college or other courses 
may be transferred Zithout being 
articulated� �More information on 
articulation is available at 
ZZZZ�assist�org�

Certification of CoPSletion 
of General Education 
R eq uirements

Certification is a process completed 
by the CCC� Certification in any or 
all areas noted in the I*E7C and 
*E lists signifies that the student 
has completed the reTuired general 
education course Zork in that area�s� 
at a regionally�accredited institution� 
CCC and other Tualified institutions 
are authorized to certify completion 
of up to �� loZer division semester 
units applicable to CSU *E�Breadth 
reTuirements or all of the courses 
reTuired for I*E7C� ³Certification´ 
refers to official verification by a 
CCC that a transfer student has 
completed courses fulfilling CSU *E�
5eTuirements�

Submission of an official transcript 
shoZing the aZarding of an 
Associate Degree for 7ransfer 
�SB����� satisfies the need for 
general education certification� It 
is important that students reTuest 
certification of general education 
courseZork Zhile completing their 
studies at a CCC� 

If students do not reTuest 
certification, CSU campuses may 
apply general education courses 
to the general education areas 
that coincide Zith the campus *E 
pattern, Zhich may differ significantly 
from CCC *E patterns or the CSU 
*E patterns� 

T ransfer -  General Education 
O ptions

7he CSU provides CCC transfers 
Zith tZo options for fulfilling CSU 
loZer division general education 
reTuirements� 

Students should revieZ the tZo 
options described beloZ, and Zith 
the help of a 7ransfer counselor 
determine Zhich option best meets 
their educational obMective�

O ption 1:  CSU General 
Education- Breadth ( GE-
Breadth)  R eq uirements

Up to �� of the �� *E�Breadth 
semester units reTuired can be 
transferred from and certified by a 
CCC or other certifying institution�

*eneral Education Breadth �*E�
Breadth� Areas �may be completed 
separately��

Area A ± English Language 
Communication and Critical 
7hinking 
�at least � semester units�
Area B ± Scientific InTuiry and 
Quantitative 5easoning 
�at least �� semester units�
Area C ± Arts and 
Humanities 
�at least �� semester units�
Area D  ± Social Sciences 
�at least �� semester units�
Area E ± Lifelong Learning 
and Self�Development 
�at least � semester units�

O ption 2:  I ntersegmental 
General Education T ransfer 
Curriculum ( I GET C)

CCC transfers can use the 
Intersegmental *eneral 
Education 7ransfer Curriculum                                                                    
�I*E7C� to fulfill all loZer division 
general education reTuirements at 
any CSU campus or any University 
of California �UC� campus� 

7his curriculum provides transfer 
students Zith an alternative to the 
CSU *eneral Education�Breadth 
reTuirements and alloZs them 
to meet loZer division general 
education reTuirements for both the 
CSU and the UC� 

7he I*E7C reTuires completion 
of a minimum of �� semester 
or �� Tuarter units of loZer 
division Zork Zith a C grade or 
better in each course �C� is not                                                              
an acceptable grade in I*E7C�� 

7he I*E7C areas are as folloZs� 

Area 1 � English Communication
7hree courses, one in English 
composition, one in critical 
thinking, and one in oral 
communication �at least � 
semester units�         
Area 2 � Mathematical Concepts 
and Quantitative 5easoning
One course �at least � semester 
units�
Area 3  � Arts and Humanities
At least three courses, Zith at 
least one from the arts and one 
from the humanities �at least � 
semester units�
Area 4 � Social and Behavioral 
Sciences
At least three courses from at 
least tZo different disciplines or 
an interdisciplinary seTuence 
�at least � semester units�

Area 5  � Physical and Biological 
Sciences
7Zo courses, one physical 
science and one biological 
science, at least one must 
include a laboratory �at least � 
semester units��

7he course reTuirements for all 
areas of I*E7C are e[pected to 
be completed and certified by a 
California Community College to 
be accepted by the CSU or the UC 
prior to transfer �refer to Certification 
section�� 

Students Zho have completed the 
I*E7C reTuirements and have their 
courses certified Zill be reTuired to 
complete at least � semester units 
of upper division general education 
Zork after transferring to a CSU 
campus� 

Because the I*E7C is accepted 
by campuses of both the CSU and 
UC, it is an e[cellent option for 
students Zho are undecided about 
the university to Zhich they plan to 
transfer� 

(Note: A few majors, such as 
nursing, engineering, science, and 
other technical majors, recommend 
students to complete very specific 
coursework to meet general 
education. A few majors may require 
extensive lower division preparation, 
which may restrict students from 
completing IGETC requirements 
prior to transfer. Students should see 
an advisor/counselor and consult 
with the CSU campus to which they 
intend to apply to best determine 
which general education courses 
should be completed prior to transfer 
for these majors.)
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Planning Effectiv ely for 
T ransfer from CCC to CSU

•  Make an appointment Zith a 
CCC transfer counselor at the 
CCC 7ransfer Center to establish 
an educational plan�

•  Let the transfer counselor knoZ 
once a maMor or 7ransfer AA 
degree maMor is selected to 
ensure that you are taking the 
appropriate courses for transfer� 
7ransfer counselors can help 
determine if a selected maMor 
and�or program may be impacted 
and has higher admission 
reTuirements�

•  Improve reading and Zriting 
skills� Many transfer students 
report that the greatest difference 
betZeen their classes in CCC 
and those at a CSU campus is 
the amount of Zriting reTuired 
in the CSU� 7his may be true 
for other transfer students as 
Zell� :hile students are taking 
courses that prepare them for 
transfer, they should also Zork 
on continued improvement of 
their reading and Zriting skills� 
Obtaining assistance Zith Zriting 
skills Zhile at the community 
college Zill prepare students 
for the demands of university 
study and help them to pass 
the CSU *raduation :riting 
Assessment 5eTuirement for the 
baccalaureate�

•  9isit ZZZ�csumentor�edu to learn 
more about all CSU campuses�

•  Begin a transfer CCC planner 
on CSUMentor and update 
it every term� Students can 
track their progress in meeting 
admission and general education 
reTuirements�

•  Check to see if the maMor is 
impacted at the CSU campus 
of choice� AdMust the list of 
campuses under consideration 
accordingly� If applying to an 

impacted maMor or campus, it is 
advisable to apply to more than 
one CSU�

•  9isit ZZZ�assist�org to revieZ 
the transferability of courses 
taken�

•  FolloZ the educational plan and 
take the appropriate courses 
every term�

•  5evieZ and update annually 
the information on the 7ransfer 
Planner at ZZZ�csumentor�edu�

(Note: Transfer students from 
out-of-state, private colleges and 
universities and those transferring 
from one CSU to another CSU 
may follow the planning process 
noted above, but should work 
directly with their home campus and 
intended CSU campus advisors 
and admission or outreach staff to 
ensure a smooth transfer application 
process. Information on all of the 
CSU campuses can be accessed at 
www.csumentor.edu and 
www.calstate.edu.)

Financial Aid and Financial 
Planning Activ ities

•  Be aZare of all the financial aid 
rules, policies, and deadlines� 
7he financial aid office or a 
financial aid counselor can 
provide this information�

•  Use the CSU Cost Calculator 
�CSUCC� at  
ZZZ�csumentor�edu �click on 
Financial Aid� to receive an 
estimate of the financial aid for 
Zhich you may Tualify�

•  Attend a financial aid Zorkshop 
if planning on applying for 
education loans�

•  5evieZ the financial aid 
information provided at 
ZZZ�csumentor�edu� and 
ZZZ�californiacolleges�edu

•  Plan the entire financial 
picture� :hat amount of total 
funds Zill be needed to be 
earned, borroZed through 
loans, or received through 
grants and scholarships to 
cover all university related 
e[penses" 

Apply O nline with CSUM entor

Students are strongly encouraged to 
apply electronically via�
 www.csumentor.edu

•  File a CSU admission application 
on�line through CSUMentor 
as early as possible� 7he CSU 
begins accepting applications for 
the fall term preceding October 
�� 

•  Check campus application 
deadlines as campuses may 
have different deadlines based 
on the number of students 
applying for admission to that 
campus�

•  :hen reTuested by the 
CSU campus�es�, send your 
transcripts directly to the 
admission office of your campus 
choice�s��

•  If you have college�university 
courseZork in progress, have the 
final transcripts sent to the CSU 
campus admission office as soon 
as the most recent grades have 
been posted�

O rientation and Early 
R egistration

Students should participate in 
orientation and early registration 
to make sure they receive the right 
courses at the best times for their 
schedules� All CSU campus Zebsites 
can be accessed at 
ZZZ�calstate�edu� Select the 
³Campuses´ menu and select the 
campus of your choice�

After students have applied for 
admission to a CSU campus, they 
should visit the CCC admission 
or counseling office to reTuest 
certification of courses meeting CSU 
general education reTuirements� 
CSU campuses Zill also accept 
certification of courses meeting the 
CSU graduation reTuirement in 
U�S� History, the Constitution, and 
American Ideals� �See ³American 
Institutions�´�

Certification of $Perican 
I nstitutions R eq uirement

7he CSU reTuires each student 
to be knoZledgeable about the 
Constitution of the United States, 
American History, and state and 
local government�  7he ³U�S� 
History, Constitution, and American 
Ideals 5eTuirement´ is generally 
knoZn as the American Institutions 
5eTuirement� Students can complete 
this reTuirement by passing a 
comprehensive e[amination 
if offered by a campus or by 
completing the reTuired courses 
�generally tZo��  

All CCC¶s have designated courses 
that satisfy the CSU American 
Institutions 5eTuirement� Satisfaction 
of this reTuirement through 
completion of specified courses can 
be certified by the CCC� 

(Note: Certification does not 
guarantee that admission 
requirements have been met.  
Students earning less than a C 
in Areas A and B4 do not meet 
the minimum CSU admission 
requirement.)

TranscriSts anG 9erification of 
Eligibility

T ransfer Applicant Prov isional 
Admission

A campus may provisionally 
or conditionally admit transfer 
applicants based on their academic 
preparation and courses planned 
for completion� 7he campus Zill 
monitor the final terms to ensure 
that those admitted complete all 
reTuired courses satisfactorily� All 
accepted applicants are reTuired 
to submit an official transcript of 
all college level Zork completed� 
Campuses may rescind admission 
for any student Zho is found not to 
be eligible after the final transcript 
has been evaluated� In no case may 
such documents be received and 
validated by the university any later 
than a student¶s registration for their 
second term of CSU enrollment�

Final T ranscripts 
 
Final official transcripts from all 
colleges and universities attended 
must be submitted prior to CSU 
enrollment to verify that the student 
is eligible for admission� 
 
CSU campuses may rescind 
admission, delay admission, or not 
permit registration or attendance 
until receipt of final transcripts 
and admission eligibility has been 
verified� 
  
Students should reTuest that official 
transcripts be sent directly to the 
CSU campus from all colleges or 
universities previously attended even 
if no courseZork Zas completed� 
7ranscripts must be received 
in sealed envelopes from each 
institution attended� In some cases, 
transcripts may be sent electronically 
to CSU campuses� 

Students should keep personal 
copies of all transcripts and test 
scores for admission application and 
academic advising sessions�
If a loZer division transfer student 
is applying to the CSU, the student 
must submit official high school 
and college transcripts as Zell as 
AC7 or SA7 scores� A student Zith 
�� semester ��� Tuarter� units is 
considered an upper division transfer 
student� 
 
High school transcripts and test 
scores are not reTuired for upper 
division students� 7he campus to 
Zhich the student is applying Zill 
provide information about Zhen to 
submit official high school and other 
college transcripts�

(Note: Most CSU campuses will 
admit transfer students based on 
courses “in progress,” and some will 
not. Please consult the specific CSU 
campus or their published materials 
for campus specific transfer 
admission information.) 

I nv estigate the Campus( es)  of 
Choice 

•  9isit prospective CSU 
campus�es�� Some CCC 
7ransfer Centers offer tours 
of local CSU campuses and 
sponsor 7ransfer Days Zhere 
CSU campus representatives 
visit the community college� 
Out�of�state or other transfer 
students should contact the CSU 
campus admission or outreach 
office to schedule a tour�

•  Learn more about CSU 
campuses and related maMor 
reTuirements by visiting 
ZZZ�csumentor�edu and
ZZZ�calstate�edu�

•  Check other useful Zebsites 
such as ZZZ�assist�org and 
ZZZ�californiacolleges�edu�
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Educational O pportunity 
Program ( EO P)

7he Educational Opportunity 
Program is designed to improve 
access and retention of historically 
loZ�income and educationally 
disadvantaged students� EOP 
students have the potential 
and demonstrated motivation 
to perform satisfactorily at the 
campus, but they have not been 
able to realize their potential 
because of their economic or 
educational background� 7he 
program provides admission and 
academic assistance to EOP�
eligible undergraduate students 
and in many cases, the program 
offers financial assistance to 
eligible students� Campuses tailor 
their programs to accommodate the 
needs of their student population�

Foster Y outh Programs

7hrough campus�Zide collaborative 
efforts, a number of services are 
coordinated to support foster 
youth from their transition out 
of foster care or transfer from a 
community college to the CSU 
and through graduation� Services 
include assistance Zith admissions, 
financial aid, housing, orientation, 
advisement, counseling, life skills, 
employment and career planning 
to ensure their success through 
graduation�

California’ s Cross Enrollment 
Program

7he cross enrollment program 
is designed to enhance the 
educational e[perience of California 
students by providing them Zith 
increased access to courses 
offered by campuses of other public 
higher education institutions� 

Students may speed progress 
toZard meeting degree 
reTuirements by investigating 
course availability at campuses 
of other systems Zhen they are 
unable to gain access to reTuired 
courses at their home campus or 
are unable to find a course offered 
at a convenient time� 

Cross enrollment also e[pands 
educational horizons by providing 
students Zith opportunities to 
e[plore disciplines not offered by 
the home campus�  

CSU full�time undergraduate 
students have an opportunity 
to enroll  in one course each 
academic term at a campus of 
the University of California or at 
participating campuses of the 
California Community Colleges 
Zithout formal admission and 
Zithout payment of an additional 
tuition fee�

7he cross enrollment program 
is open to California residents 
enrolled for a minimum of si[ units, 
Zho have completed at least one 
term at their home campuses, and 
Zho have a cumulative grade point 
average of at least ����� 

Eligibility for enrollment in a course 
offered by another segment is 
based upon available space and 
appropriate academic preparation 
for the course as determined by the 
host campus� 

Although the host campus Zill 
not reTuire the regular course 
fee, a ��� administration fee may 
be assessed for each term, and 
students are e[pected to pay any 
course�related fees �lab, materials, 
computer use, etc��� 

Information and applications for 
cross enrollment are available to 

CSU students from CSU offices of 
admission and records� 

Four- year D egree Programs

Students Zho Zish to graduate 
in four years are encouraged to 
take advantage of CSU¶s four�year 
degree programs� Even though 
each CSU campus has developed 
a four�year program responsive 
to the needs of the campus 
community, the common core 
component of all four�year degree 
plans is a strong advisement 
program� 

Students are e[pected to meet 
Zith advisors each term to plan a 
program of study that Zill assure 
appropriate progress toZard 
meeting degree reTuirements� 

Students must:

a�  Possess English and 
mathematics skills needed 
to handle the demands of 
university study�
b�  Declare a maMor at the time of 
admission �or shortly thereafter� 
and not change maMors�
c�  Enroll in a minimum of �� 
semester����� Tuarter units 
each term�
d�  Fulfill all academic, grade, 
and courseZork reTuirements�
e�  Meet Zith an academic 
advisor on a regular basis and 
heed advice given�
f�  FolloZ reTuired administrative 
and academic policies and 
procedures� and
g�  Meet the unit reTuirement 
�������� semester�������� 
Tuarter units� for the 
baccalaureate degree sought�

Supplementary Admission 
Criteria

An undergraduate maMor or campus 
is impacted Zhen the number of 
CSU eligible applications received 
in the initial filing period �e�g� 
October � to November �� for fall 
terms� is greater than the number 
that can be accommodated by 
the maMor or campus� In such 
instances, CSU campuses 
have been authorized to use 
supplementary admission criteria 
to screen applicants to these 
maMors and�or campuses� 7hese 
supplementary admission criteria 
may include, but are n o t  limited to�

•  Cease accepting admission 
applications at the conclusion 
of the initial filing period�

•  5eTuire submission of the SA7 
or AC7 regardless of the high 
school grade point average�

•  5ank order first�time freshmen 
by eligibility inde[�

•  Set a higher minimum eligibility 
inde[ than that reTuired for 
CSU admission�

•  5evieZ additional 
characteristics such as 
socioeconomic or educational 
factors, space availability in a 
program or maMor, indications 
of overcoming educational 
obstacles, or e[ceptional 
talents� and

•  5eTuire completion of 
specified loZer division general 
education reTuirements for 
transfer applicants�

M aj or/ Program I mpaction

7here are subtle, yet important, 
differences betZeen maMor 
and campus impaction� MaMor 
impaction means that the number 
of applications submitted by fully 
eligible students to a designated 

program or maMor on a CSU 
campus during the initial filing 
period e[ceeds the number of 
spaces available in that maMor� 
HoZever, students may still be 
admitted to the campus in an 
alternate maMor or they may 
eventually be admitted to the over�
subscribed maMor provided they 
meet the supplementary admission 
criteria� 

Students interested in an impacted 
maMor or campus must apply 
for admission during the initial 
admission application filing period 
�October � through November �� 
for fall admission�� Applicants to 
maMors that are impacted should 
apply to additional CSU campuses 
to ma[imize opportunity for 
admission� Impacted maMors and 
campuses accept no applications 
for admission after the initial filing 
period�

Lower and Upper D iv ision 
D ifferences

Most maMors are impacted at the 
upper division level only� Freshmen 
and loZer division transfers 
often are admitted as pre�maMors 
and must complete prereTuisite 
courseZork at the campus prior to 
consideration for admission to the 
impacted maMor�  A number of CSU 
campuses are impacted in some 
maMors or class levels, but CSU 
Fresno, CSU Fullerton, CSU Long 
Beach, San Diego State University, 
San Jose State University, and Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo are impacted 
i n  all maMors�

Campus I mpaction

Campus impaction means that a 
campus has e[hausted e[isting 
enrollment capacity and receives 
more eligible applicants for an 
enrollment category �e�g� upper 

division transfers� during the initial 
admission application filing period 
than can be accommodated and 
must therefore restrict enrollment 
to the campus for that category�  
:hen impacted, an enrollment 
category must remain open for 
at least the initial admission 
application filing period if the 
campus decides to accept any 
applications for that enrollment 
category� 7his alleviates the difficult 
problems of ³first come, first 
served´ and alloZs applicants to 
impacted maMors, programs, and 
campuses an eTual chance during 
a specified period of time to file 
admission applications�

Local CSU�eligible first�time 
freshmen and local upper division 
transfer students shall be admitted 
to a local CSU campus on the 
basis of established CSU system 
admission policies� HoZever, 
admission to an impacted campus 
does not include assurance of 
admission to a specific maMor if 
that maMor is impacted at the local 
campus� ³Local´ first�time freshmen 
are defined as those students 
Zho graduate from a high school 
district historically served by a CSU 
campus in that region�

Campuses may use both campus 
impaction and maMor impaction 
simultaneously� For e[ample, 
a campus could be ³campus 
impacted´ for first�time freshmen 
and use selected ³maMor impaction´ 
for upper division transfers� Both 
upper division transfers from 
California Community Colleges 
and students currently enrolled 
at the campus Zould be reTuired 
to meet the same supplemental 
admission criteria for admission 
to an impacted maMor at the upper 
division level� 9isit www.calstate.
edu/impactioninfo.shtml for the 
most current information� 
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D etermination of R esidency for 
T uition Purposes
University reTuirements for 
establishing residency for tuition 
purposes are independent from 
those of other types of residency, 
such as for ta[ purposes, or other 
state or institutional residency� 7hese 
regulations Zere promulgated not 
to determine Zhether a student is a 
resident or nonresident of California, 
but rather to determine Zhether 
a student should pay University 
fees on an in�state or out�of�
state basis� A resident for tuition 
purposes is someone Zho meets the 
reTuirements set forth in the Uniform 
Student 5esidency 5eTuirements�  
7hese laZs governing residency for 
tuition purposes at the California 
State University are California 
Education Code sections ������
�����, �����������, and ������
�������, and California Code of 
5egulations, 7itle �, Subchapter �, 
Article �, sections ������������  

7his material can be vieZed on the 
Internet by accessing the CSU¶s 
Zebsite at
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�residency 

Each campus¶ Admission Office 
is responsible for determining the 
residency status of all neZ and 
returning students based on the 
Application for Admission, 5esidency 
Questionnaire, 5eclassification 
5eTuest Form, and, as necessary, 
other evidence furnished by the 
student� A student Zho fails to submit 
adeTuate information to establish 
eligibility for resident classification 
Zill be classified as a nonresident�

Establishing R esidency

*enerally, establishing California 
residency for tuition purposes 
reTuires a combination of physical 
presence and intent to remain 

indefinitely� An adult Zho, at least 
one full year prior to the residency 
determination date for the term in 
Zhich enrollment is contemplated, 
can demonstrate both physical 
presence in the state combined 
Zith evidence of intent to remain in 
California indefinitely may establish 
California residency for tuition 
purposes� A minor normally derives 
residency from the parent�s� they 
reside Zith or most recently resided 
Zith�

Evidence demonstrating intent 
may vary from case to case but 
Zill include, and is not limited to, 
the absence of residential ties to 
any other state, California voter 
registration and voting in California 
elections, maintaining California 
vehicle registration and driver¶s 
license, maintaining active California 
bank accounts, filing California 
income ta[ returns and listing 
a California address on federal 
ta[ returns, oZning residential 
property or occupying or renting 
an apartment Zhere permanent 
belongings are kept, maintaining 
active memberships in California 
professional or social organizations, 
and maintaining a permanent military 
address and home of record in 
California�

Nonresident students seeking 
reclassification are reTuired 
to complete a supplemental 
Tuestionnaire that includes 
Tuestions concerning their financial 
dependence on parents or others 
Zho do not meet University 
reTuirements for classification 
as residents for tuition purposes�  
Financial independence is reTuired, 
along Zith physical presence 
and intent, to be eligible for 
reclassification�

Non�citizens establish residency in 
the same manner as citizens, unless 

precluded by the Immigration and 
Nationality Act from establishing 
domicile in the United States�

E[ceptions to the general residency 
reTuirements are contained in 
California Education Code sections 
����������� and California Code of 
5egulations, 7itle �, Subchapter �, 
Article �, sections �������������, 
and include, but are not limited to, 
members of the military and their 
dependents, certain credentialed 
employees of school districts and 
most students Zho have attended 
three years of high school in 
California and graduated or attained 
the eTuivalent� :hether an e[ception 
applies to a particular student cannot 
be determined before the submission 
of an application for admission and, 
as necessary, additional supporting 
documentation� Because neither 
campus nor Chancellor¶s Office staff 
may give advice on the application 
of these laZs, applicants are strongly 
urged to revieZ the material for 
themselves and consult Zith a legal 
advisor�

Campuses must:

a� Ensure regular academic 
counseling�
b� Provide reTuired courses� and
c� Schedule sufficient class 
offerings

O ther Factors

CSU students often take time out of 
their college programs for personal 
reasons� 7his is a maMor cause of 
e[tended time �to�degree� In addition, 
one�third or more of CSU students 
Zork �� or more hours per Zeek, 

and nearly three�fourths of CSU 
students Zork at least part time 
Zhile attending classes� Balancing 
school, Zork, and family obligations 
often diverts students from a primary 
emphasis on their education�  

If students choose to change 
maMors, enhance their educational 
e[perience by taking additional 
courses, become involved in 
e[tracurricular activities, study 
abroad, engage in one or more 
internships, or Zork, they are unlikely 
to graduate Zithin four years�
:hile time is important, the Tuality 
of an educational e[perience is 

paramount� In education, there is no 
substitute for a high�Tuality learning 
and groZing e[perience� 

CSU is committed to enabling 
students to control their academic 
destiny and ensuring that no 
obstacles deter students from 
proceeding toZard their educational 
goals at the pace they prefer Zhether 
that is the enrolled time�to�degree 
eTuivalent of three years, four years, 
si[ years or more�
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Attendance 
Attendance during a term is 
established if it results in a record of 
enrollment for that term on the official 
transcript of an accredited college, 
regardless of the length of time, 
grade�s� received, or the number of 
courses completed� 

Baccalaureate 
Baccalaureate �degree, program, 
etc�� denotes a level of education 
marked by the completion of the 
eTuivalent of four or more years of 
full�time education �at least ��� 
semester or ��� Tuarter units�� 
Baccalaureate level refers to courses 
that meet reTuirements for the 
baccalaureate degree, also called a 
³four�year´ or ³bachelor¶s´ degree�

Catalog R ights 
Catalog rights refer to the specific set 
of reTuirements, as established in a 
CSU catalog for a specific year, 
Zhich the student must satisfy to 
Tualify for a degree� Catalog rights 
do not apply to admission eligibility� 

Undergraduate students Zho have 
maintained continuous attendance at 
a CSU or a California Community 
College may elect to Tualify for 
graduation from the CSU under 
catalog reTuirements in effect either� 
�� At the time they began attending 
any California Community College or 
CSU campus� �� At the time they 
entered the CSU campus from Zhich 
they Zill graduate� or �� At the time 
they graduate from the CSU� 
Establishment of catalog rights 
based on first attendance at a 
California Community College 
permits community college students 
to plan and complete general 
education, the United States history, 
constitution and American ideals, 
and other non�maMor reTuirements� 

7ransfer and returning students may 
be reTuired to meet updated maMor or 

minor reTuirements and any other 
reTuirements mandated by 
systemZide policy changes affecting 
all CSU students�

Certification
An official notice, either on the 
transcript or on a certification form, 
provided by a participating institution 
�normally a California Community 
College� verifying that a transfer 
student has completed courses 
satisfying all or a portion of CSU 
general education reTuirements� 

³Certified courses´ refer to courses 
that have been submitted by the 
college and accepted by the CSU 
Office of the Chancellor as fulfilling 
its general education or American 
institutions reTuirements� 
³Certification´ refers to official 
certification by a CCC that a transfer 
student has completed courses 
fulfilling CSU *E reTuirements� 
:hen a student completes all of the 
general education reTuirements in 
any area, Area A�E of the *E�
Breadth pattern, he�she can be 
certified in that area� 7his is referred 
to as being ³partially certified�´ If all 
areas of *E�Breadth are completed 
the student is referred to as ³fully 
certified�´  Students Zho are certified 
Zill not be held to any additional 
loZer division general education 
reTuirements at the CSU�

Changing M aj ors 
A campus may reTuire a student 
changing his or her maMor or any 
minor field of study to complete the 
maMor or minor reTuirements in effect 
at the time of the change� Campuses 
may authorize or reTuire 
substitutions for discontinued 
courses� A campus may prescribe 
that a change of maMor application be 
filed Zithin specific deadlines for a 
particular term�

College or Univ ersity
A regionally accredited institution that 
offers courses generally accepted as 
appropriate toZard meeting 
baccalaureate degree reTuirements� 
Institutions that are specialized in 
nature may not meet this definition�

Community College
Institutions of higher education Zhich 
aZard associate �³tZo�year´� degrees 
and vocational certificates, and 
Zhich offer classes that can be 
transferred to a four�year college or 
university and applied toZard a 
baccalaureate degree�

Continuous Attendance 
Continuous attendance reTuires 
attendance in at least one course for 
at least one regular semester or tZo 
regular Tuarters in each calendar 
year at a regionally accredited 
college or university� a reTuirement 
to retain catalog rights for a given 
year�

Early Assessment Program
7he Early Assessment Program 
�EAP� tests are augmented California 
Assessment of Student Performance 
and Progress in ��th grade English 
and mathematics� these tests are 
part of California¶s public school 
testing and accountability system 
and are reTuired of all students� 7he 
augmented tests, developed by CSU 
and .��� faculty, covered both the 
California high school standards and 
the CSU standards� 7he faculty 
added a Zriting sample to the 
English CS7, as Zell as a feZ more 
items, but they kept the time needed 
for testing to a minimum�  

After ��th graders take the test, they 
Zill receive a report indicating 
Zhether they have either met the 
CSU e[pectations �and are thus 
e[empt from any additional CSU 
placement tests� or Zhether they 
need additional preparation in order 
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R esidency D etermination D ates

D ates are set each term:

Q uarter T erm Campuses
Fall September ��
:inter January �
Spring April �
Summer July �

Semester T erm Campuses
Fall September ��
Spring January ��
Summer June �

   
CalState T EACH operates on a 
trimester system. T he residency 
determination dates are as follow:

CalState T EACH
Fall September ��
Spring January �
Summer June �

Appeal of R esidency 
Classification

Students classified as non�residents 
may appeal a final campus decision 
Zithin ��� days of notification by 
the campus� A campus residency 
classification appeal must be in 
Zriting and submitted to� 

7he California State University    
Office of *eneral Counsel                
��� *olden Shore, �th Floor          
Long Beach, California �����

 
7he Office of *eneral Counsel can 
either decide the appeal or send the 
matter back to the campus for further 
revieZ� Students incorrectly classified 
as residents or incorrectly granted 
an e[ception from nonresident 
tuition are subMect to reclassification 
as nonresidents and payment of 
nonresident tuition in arrears� If 
incorrect classification results from 
false or concealed facts, the student 

is also subMect to discipline pursuant 
to Section ����� of 7itle � of the 
California Code of 5egulations�

Changes of R esidency

5esident students Zho become 
nonresidents or Zho no longer meet 
the criteria for an e[ception must 
immediately notify the Admissions 
Office� Changes may have been 
made in the rate of nonresident 
tuition and in the statutes and 
regulations governing residency 
for tuition purposes in California 
betZeen the time this information is 
published and the relevant residency 
determination date�

R ESI D EN CY  AT  T HE CSU



3 8 3 92016 - 2017 ADMISSION HANDBOOK 2016 - 2017 ADMISSION HANDBOOK

transferable units or earned an 
associate degree for transfer� 7he 
institution of origin for first�time 
freshmen is the high school from 
Zhich the student graduated�

I ntersegmental General 
Education T ransfer Curriculum 
( I GET C)  
A program of courses that can be 
completed at a California Community 
College to satisfy all loZer division 
general education reTuirements at 
any CSU or UC campus�

J unior
7he third year of study for a 
bachelor¶s degree� Students Zho 
have completed ����� semester 
units are considered Muniors�

Lower D iv ision
Program of courses designed for the 
first tZo years or Zithin the first �� 
semester units of study toZard a 
baccalaureate degree, often taken at 
a community college and transferred 
to a university� Also refers to 
freshmen and sophomores�

Lower D iv ision T ransfer
An applicant Zho has completed 
feZer than �� transferable semester 
units is considered a loZer division 
transfer� Because of enrollment 
pressure, most CSU campuses do 
not accept loZer division transfers in 
order that more space is available for 
Tualified upper division transfer 
students�

Program
A specified set of courses reTuired to 
achieve a specific obMective or 
degree, such as general education or 
maMor reTuirements�

Q uarter
A term offered Zithin an academic 
year, marking the beginning and end 
of classes� In the CSU, � of the �� 

campuses are on the Tuarter system� 
Each Tuarter is �� Zeeks in length�

R esidency R eq uirement
�Campus� students must complete a 
minimum of �� semester ��� Tuarter� 
units at the CSU campus Zhere the 
degree Zill be earned� �� of these 
units must be upper division�

R esidency for T uition Purposes 
University reTuirements for  
establishing residency are 
independent from those of other 
types of residency, such as for 
ta[ purposes, or other state or 
institutional residency� 7hese 
regulations Zere promulgated not 
to determine Zhether a student is a 
resident or nonresident of California, 
but rather to determine Zhether a 
student should pay tuition on an in�
state or our�of�state basis�

SB 1440 
7he Student 7ransfer Achievement 
5eform Act �S7A5 Act� originating 
from Senate Bill �SB� ���� reTuires 
that California Community Colleges 
�CCC� and the CSU create a transfer 
pathZay Zhich includes an associate 
degree for transfer �AD7� created 
by the CCC that include no more 
than �� semester ��� Tuarter� units 
and consist of �� semester ����� 
Tuarter� units of general education 
and �� semester ��� Tuarter� units 
of loZer�division maMor courseZork 
and that is fully transferable to CSU� 
Students Zho receive the associate 
degree for transfer �AD7� are eligible 
for admission Zith Munior standing 
and are given priority admission 
consideration to the CSU system 
and guaranteed admission to their 
local CSU� Students admitted to a 
program or maMor that is determined 
by the CSU to be similar to the 
transfer AA degree are eligible 
to graduate Zith no more than 
�� semester ��� Tuarter� units 
remaining�

Semester 
A term Zithin an academic year 
marking the beginning and end of 
classes� In the CSU, �� of the �� 
campuses are on the semester 
system� 7raditional semesters are �� 
Zeeks in length� Semester campuses 
may offer summer terms that are less 
than �� Zeeks in length�

Senior 
7he final year of study for a 
baccalaureate degree� Students Zho 
have completed �� or more semester 
units are considered seniors� 

Sophomore 
7he second year of study for a 
bachelor¶s degree� Students Zho 
have completed ����� semester 
units are considered sophomores�

T erm 
A specific period of the year during 
Zhich classes are in session� 
E[amples include fall term and 
spring term� �See Quarter and 
Semester�

T ransfer R oad M aps  
For transfer students Zho are 
uncertain about Zhich CSU 
campus they Zill attend, the CSU 
7ransfer 5oad Maps provide an 
academic roadmap of courseZork 
for the highest demand maMors 
�commonly accepted among most 
CSU campuses� that Zill ensure 
appropriate academic preparation�

T ransfer Units 
Courses that are transferable to the 
CSU for baccalaureate credit�

T ransferable Units 
Credit values for courses 
recommended by the faculty of a 
regionally accredited college or 
university and either certified or 
otherZise designated as appropriate 
for baccalaureate credit by the 
institution and therefore acceptable 
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to be successful in college�level 
Zork� 7hose Zho need e[tra Zork 
Zill have their entire senior year to 
prepare further�

Early Start Program
Entering resident freshmen Zho are 
not proficient in math or ³at risk´ in 
English Zill need to start the 
remediation process before their first 
term� All neZ freshmen students Zho 
have not demonstrated college�
readiness in mathematics and 
English Zill need to begin Zork on 
becoming ready for college�level 
English and�or math before the start 
of their first term�

Educational Leav e
Approved educational leave for 
attendance at another accredited 
institution of higher learning is not 
considered an interruption in catalog 
rights provided such absence does 
not e[ceed tZo years� 7he absence 
must be consistent Zith the CSU 
definition of educational leave and 
Zith CSU policy� Students Zho have 
been academically disTualified may 
lose previously established catalog 
rights�

Electiv es
Courses that count toZard total 
transfer units or degree, but are not 
used to fulfill pre�maMor, general 
education, maMor or graduation 
reTuirements� If a student has not 
decided on a maMor, taking elective 
courses in different fields is a good 
Zay to e[plore career interests and 
aptitudes� Check the college catalog 
carefully to be sure that these 
courses are transferable to the CSU 
for at least elective credit�

Eligibility I ndex
A Zeighted combination of high 
school grade point average and a 
score on either the American College 
7est �AC7� or the Scholastic 
Assessment 7est �SA7�� 7he 

eligibility inde[ is calculated by 
multiplying the grade point average 
by ��� and adding the mathematics 
and critical reading scores of the SA7 
>�*PA [ ���� � SA7@� :hen using the 
AC7 score, the eligibility inde[ is 
calculated by multiplying the grade 
point average by ��� and adding �� 
times the composite score from the 
AC7 >�*PA [ ���� � ��� [ AC7�@� 

Freshman
7he first year of study for an 
associate or bachelor¶s degree� 
Matriculated students Zho have 
completed ���� semester units are 
considered freshmen�

General Education ( GE)
*eneral education encompasses 
courses in the arts and sciences that 
provide students Zith a broad 
educational e[perience� Courses 
typically are introductory in nature 
and provide students Zith 
fundamental skills and knoZledge in 
mathematics, English, arts, 
humanities, and physical, biological, 
and social sciences� Completion of a 
*E program is reTuired to earn a 
baccalaureate degree from the CSU�

General Education- Breadth 
( GE)  R eq uirements
*eneral Education�Breadth �*E� 
reTuirements refer to a specific 
program of loZer division general 
education courses that a student 
must complete as a prereTuisite to 
being aZarded a baccalaureate 
degree�

Good Standing
*ood standing reTuires that, at the 
time of application for admission to 
the CSU and at the time of 
admission, the applicant Zas not 
under disciplinary or academic 
suspension, disTualification, 
dismissal, e[pulsion, or similar action 
by the last college or university 
attended or Zas not under 

disciplinary or academic suspension, 
disTualification, dismissal, e[pulsion, 
or similar action at any CSU 
institution� Individual CSU campuses 
may have a more restrictive definition 
of ³good standing�´ For e[ample, a 
student on academic probation may 
not be considered to be in ³good 
standing�´

Graduation R eq uirement
Units, courses, e[aminations, or 
academic programs that must be 
completed to obtain a baccalaureate 
degree� *raduation reTuirements 
include maMor, general education, 
U�S� history, constitution and 
American ideals, and elective 
courses, as Zell as campus�specific 
reTuirements� 

High School/ College Unit 
Eq uiv alent
One college�level course of at least � 
semester �� Tuarter� units is usually 
considered eTuivalent to one year of 
high school study�

I mpacted M aj or/ Campus
In the CSU, an undergraduate maMor 
or campus is designated as impacted 
Zhen the number of CSU eligible 
applications received in the initial 
filing period is greater than the 
number that can be accommodated 
by the maMor or campus�

I nitial Application Filing Period
7he primary period in Zhich 
applications for admission for an 
academic term are accepted by CSU 
campuses� Applications to impacted 
maMors of study must be filed during 
this period� Initial filing periods for 
admission terms are as folloZs� 
October and November for fall� 
February for summer� June for 
Zinter� and August for spring�

I nstitution of O rigin
7he college or university Zhere the 
student completed the most 
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AD M I SSI O N  R EQ UI R EM EN T S 

High School Graduation

Q :  Can a student establish CSU 
eligibility if he or she does not 
graduate from high school"
A:  Options for students Zho do not 
graduate from high school include� 
achieving passing scores in each 
section of the *eneral Educational 
Development �*ED� test, or 
passing the California High School 
Proficiency e[amination� Submission 
of either a *ED certificate or 
California Certificate of High School 
Proficiency Zill be considered 
eTuivalent to high school 
graduation, but completion of all 
³A�*´ reTuirements must also be 
demonstrated�

Freshman v s. T ransfer 
Admission

Q :  If a student completes college 
units, either through testing or 
college attendance, Zhile still 
attending high school, Zill the 
student be considered a first�time 
freshman or a transfer"
A:  A student Zill be considered a 
first�time freshman as long as all 
their college units are completed 
prior to the end of the summer 
immediately folloZing high school 
graduation� For e[ample, a student 
Zho Zill graduate from high school 
in January and Zill have completed 
�� units via AP e[aminations and 
� units of baccalaureate�level Zork 
at a community college by June, 
should be admitted on the basis of 
the high school record as a first�time 
freshman�

APPLY I N G FO R  AD M I SSI O N

Q :  HoZ should repeated high 
school courses be reÀected on the 
admission application"
A:  If a student has repeated a 
course, only the higher grade need 
be included on the application� 
HoZever, if the course is currently 
in progress or planned for a future 
term, the original grade must be 
provided on the application� Students 
should not anticipate grades that 
have not been recorded on their high 
school transcript� 

Q :  HoZ should students attending 
a high school on a trimester or block 
schedule complete the application 
form Zith college preparatory 
courses" 
A:  CSUMentor provides instructions 
for students submitting an electronic 
application� Courses taken in blocks 
of less than a full term should reÀect 
the prorated portion of a full year that 
the course reÀects�

Q :  HoZ should college courses 
taken for high school credit 
be reÀected on the admission 
application"
A:  A college course meeting a 
subMect area reTuirement should be 
listed in the appropriate ³A�*´ area 
and identified as completed or ³in 
progress´ at the college� Students 
should also indicate their enrollment 
at the college in the area of the 
application asking for all colleges 
attended�

ELECT I VES
Q :  Can agriculture courses be used 
as electives in establishing eligibility 
for admission"
A:  Most CSU campuses accept only 
those agriculture courses that appear 
on the UC ³A�*´ list of approved 
courses�

FR EQ UEN T LY  ASK ED  Q UEST I O N S
at least as elective credit by the 
CSU�

Undergraduate 
An enrolled student Zho has not 
completed a baccalaureate degree� a 
freshman, sophomore, Munior or 
senior� It is also used to denote 
baccalaureate level programs and 
courses�

Unit
A measure of credit earned for 
course completion� A unit is based 
on the number of hours of instruction 
per Zeek reTuired in the classroom 
and �or lab or in independent study� A 
high school unit is eTuivalent to one 
year of high school level study of an 
academic subMect� A college course 
earning � semester units Zill usually 
meet � hours a Zeek� One Tuarter 
unit is eTual to ��� of one semester 
unit�

Upper D iv ision 
Programs or courses designed 
for the third and fourth �Munior and 
senior� years of study toZard a 
baccalaureate degree� 7hese 
courses are not offered by 
community colleges, and they often 
reTuire completion of prereTuisite 
courses� Also refers to Munior and 
senior students� Upper division 
applicants are those Zho Zill 
have completed a minimum of �� 
transferable semester units prior to 
transfer�
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LAN GUAGE O T HER  T HAN  
EN GLI SH ( LO T E)

Q :  A high school indicates ³Foreign 
Language Satisfied´ on their 
transcript� Does this meet the CSU 
Language other than English subMect 
reTuirement"
A:  No� 7he .��� language 
reTuirement is one year, not the 
tZo years reTuired by the CSU� 
Campuses Zould need verification 
from the high school that the student 
had the eTuivalency of tZo years 
of study, as defined by the Model 
Curriculum Standards, *rades Nine 
7hrough 7Zelve� Foreign Language�

Q :  Does ESL taken in high school 
satisfy the Language other than 
English reTuirement"
A:  <es� 5egardless of level, ESL 
courses taken after age �� in a US 
school satisfy the tZo�year foreign 
language admission reTuirement� 

(For CSU staff: When reporting 
the student’s preparation in ERSA/
ERSS, the student should be 
considered to have completed two 
years of foreign language study.)

LO W ER  D I VI SI O N  T R AN SFER  
ST UD EN T S

Q :  :hich CSU campuses admit 
loZer division transfer students"
A:   *o to ZZZ�CSUMentor�edu 
and search or ³Application Filing 
Status 5eport�´ Campuses provide 
the information by term �fall, Zinter 
or spring�� Basic or generic nursing 
programs are often e[ceptions to this 
rule�

Q :  Can a loZer division transfer 
student Zho did not meet the 
high school eligibility inde[ still be 
admitted to the CSU"
A:   LoZer division transfer 
applicants Zho do not meet the high 
school eligibility inde[ are advised 
to continue their education at a 
California Community College and 
complete �� or more transferable 
semester ��� or more Tuarter� units 
including at least �� units of general 
education �*E� and all Basic Skills 
*E reTuirements  before attempting 
to transfer to a CSU campus as 
an upper division transfer student� 
Basic or generic nursing programs 
and high�unit S7EM �Science, 
7echnology, Engineering, Math� 
maMors are often e[ceptions to this 
rule�

Q :  7he student is planning on 
transferring to the CSU starting in a 
fall semester� Does he�she need to 
complete �� units prior to transfer to 
any CSU"
A:  CSU reTuires a minimum of �� 
semester ��� Tuarter� units to apply 
for admission as an upper division 
transfer student� Some campuses 
Zill accept only upper division 
transfer students� Some campuses 
may continue to accept loZer division 
transfer students Zith less than �� 
semester ��� Tuarter� units�

(Note: There is no provision for lower 
division students to make up missing 
college preparatory requirements by 
simply achieving overall GE-Breadth 
certification.)

Q :  Can a loZer division student 
Zho had not completed the ���unit 
college preparatory subMect pattern in 
high school make up the deficiency 
by completing the �� units of *eneral 
Education Breadth �*E�Breadth� 
including Area A and B� reTuired of 
upper division transfers"
A:  LoZer division students must 
make up the individual subMect 
deficiency prior to admission to 
the CSU� HoZever, *E�Breadth 
courses may be used to complete 
the deficiency, and the student Zill 
satisfy general education as Zell as 
the high school reTuirement Zith a 
single course�

Q :  Can students transfer all their 
community college credits into the 
CSU"
A:  Students can transfer a ma[imum 
of �� transferable semester ���� 
Tuarter� units into the CSU to meet 
baccalaureate degree reTuirements� 
Additional units Zill not apply to the 
total remaining units the student Zill 
need to graduate from the CSU, but 
may be accepted for subMect credit� 
7his means that the additional units 
may be used to meet *E and maMor 
preparation reTuirements even if 
the units Zill not count toZard the 
baccalaureate degree�

(Note: Lower division transfer is a 
low- priority admission category, 
except for applicable clinical nursing 
programs.)

FR EQ UEN T LY  ASK ED  Q UEST I O N S

FI R ST - T I M E FR ESHM AN  

Laboratory Science

Q :  Must the tZo years in science 
include both biological and physical 
science"

A:  <es� HoZever, the courses are 
not reTuired to be selected from 
biology, chemistry, or physics as 
reTuired by UC� :hile the first 
course must be selected from area d, 
the second course may be selected 
from the UC list as an approved 
laboratory science in the electives 
area �area g��

Q :  HoZ should Integrated Science 
courses be treated"

A:  CSU Zill reTuire students to 
complete one life science and one 
physical science course, selected 
from the UC ³A�*´ list� 7he UC list 
of certified courses should indicate 
Zhether the integrated course 
is predominantly a biological or 
physical science course� If
it is not indicated, tZo years of 
Integrated Science Zill meet the 
reTuirement or an Integrated Science 
course may fulfill either one year of a 
life science or physical science�

Q :  A student completes chemistry 
and physics Zith C or better grades, 
and has satisfied the UC science 
reTuirement� Does CSU consider this 
completion of the laboratory science 
reTuirement"
A:  No� 7his student is lacking the 
reTuired life science course for 
regular CSU admission� 7he student 
has not satisfied the minimum CSU 
admission reTuirement in science�

HI GH SCHO O L HO N O R S 
CO UR SES

Q :  Can D grades in designated 
honors courses meet the subMect 
reTuirements"

A:  No� 7o satisfy the ���unit college 
preparatory subMect reTuirements, 
students must earn C or better 
grades�

Q :  :ill score of �, �, or � on an AP 
e[amination replace a D grade in 
the high school grade point average 
calculation"
A:  No� AP results of �, �, or � 
Zill result in the student receiving 
college credit and Zill validate the 
appropriate subMect reTuirement for 
admission as a first�time freshman� 
hoZever, the AP score Zill not 
improve the high school grade point 
average�

Q :  Does an honors course 
completed in ��th grade earn an 
additional grade point for calculating 
grade point average"
A:  Honors points are aZarded for 
courses taught at the ��th and ��th 
grade level and for AP and higher�
level IB level courses� 7hese courses 
are identified on the UC ³A�*´ course 
list� Up to tZo semesters of these 
��th or ��th grade level courses 
may be taken in the ��th grade and 
earn the additional grade point in 
the high school grade point average 
calculation� 

Q :  Are higher�level International 
Baccalaureate �IB� courses taken in 
the ��th grade considered ��th or 
��th grade courses"
A:  <es�

Q :  Do all IB courses taken in the 
��th and ��th grades Tualify for 
honors points"
A:  Only designated IB courses 
Tualify for honors points�

Q :  If the high school attaches an 
honors indicator to a course on their 
transcript, should honors points be 
aZarded if the course is not identified 
on the UC ³A�*´ course list"
A:  No� Only courses identified on 
the UC ³A�*´ course list receive 
honors points, if taken during the 
��th and ��th grades�

Q :  If the high school offers honors 
courses on the trimester system, 
hoZ many honors points should the 
student be aZarded"
A:  CSU Zill grant up to a ma[imum 
o f  � honors points ± the eq uiv alent 
of 4 year- long courses� 7he 
ma[imum number of honors points 
does not increase if the year course 
is taught on the trimester or Tuarter 
system� A yearlong honors course 
taught on the trimester basis is still 
eligible for a ma[imum of � honors 
points�

FR EQ UEN T LY  ASK ED  Q UEST I O N S



To finG oXt all relevant inforPation aEoXt the �� CSU caPSXses, visit the 
caPSXs ZeEsites listeG EeloZ�

 California State University, Bakersfield  •  Q
  ZZZ�csXE�eGX
 
California State University, Channel Islands  •  S
  ZZZ�csXci�eGX

 California State University, Chico  •  S
  ZZZ�csXchico�eGX
 
 California State University, Dominguez Hills  •  S
  ZZZ�csXGh�eGX
 
 California State University, East Bay  •  Q
  ZZZ�csXeastEay�eGX
 
 California State University, Fresno  •  S
  ZZZ�fresnostate�eGX
 
 California State University, Fullerton  •  S
  ZZZ�fXllerton�eGX
 
 Humboldt State University  •  S
  ZZZ�hXPEolGt�eGX

 
 California State University, Long Beach  •  S
  ZZZ�csXlE�eGX
 
 California State University, Los Angeles  •  Q
  ZZZ�calstatela�eGX
 
 California Maritime Academy  •  S
  ZZZ�csXP�eGX
 
 California State University, Monterey Bay  •  S
  ZZZ�csXPE�eGX
 
 California State University, Northridge  •  S
  ZZZ�csXn�eGX
 
 California State Polytechnic University, Pomona  •  Q
  ZZZ�csXSoPona�eGX
  
 California State University, Sacramento  •  S
  ZZZ�csXs�eGX
 
 California State University, San Bernardino  •  Q
  ZZZ�csXsE�eGX
 
 San Diego State University  •  S
  ZZZ�sGsX�eGX
 
 San Francisco State University  •  S
  ZZZ�sfsX�eGX
 
 San José State University  •  S
  ZZZ�sMsX�eGX
 
 C a l i f o r n i a  P o l yt e ch n i c St a t e  U n i ve r si t y ,
 San Luis Obispo  •  Q
  ZZZ�calSoly�eGX
 
 California State University, San Marcos  •  S
  ZZZ�csXsP�eGX
 
 Sonoma State University  •  S
  ZZZ�sonoPa�eGX
 
 California State University, Stanislaus  •  S
  ZZZ�csXstan�eGX

S � SePester systeP
4 � 4Xarter systeP
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Admission Handbook
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�documents�
admissionhandbook�pdf

Application Form for Admission ( Undergraduate)
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�documents�applicationform�
undergraduate�pdf

Application Form for Admission ( Graduate)
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�documents�applicationform�
graduate�pdf

California R esidency for T uition Purposes
ZZZ�csumentor�edu�planning�highBschool�residenceB
classification�asp

Campus I mpaction I nformation
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�impactioninfo�shtml

CaPSXs $GPission SSecific 3ractices �C$S3(5�
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�casper�

Campus I nformation D irectory/ Student Serv ices
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�documents�
campusinfodirectory�pdf

Cost of Attendance ( O nline)
ZZZ�calstate�edu�SAS�faBcoa�shtml

CSU D egrees- M aj ors
ZZZ�calstate�edu�degrees

CSU General Education –  Breadth R eq uirements
ZZZ�csumentor�edu�planning�transfer�geBbreadth�asp

CSU T ransfer R oad M aps
ZZZ�calstate�edu�transfer�roadmaps

Early Start Program Course Listing
ZZZ�csusuccess�org�earlystart

ELM / EPT  Ex emptions
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�ept�elm�e[emptions�shtml

EO P Application Booklet
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�documents�
eopapplicationbooklet�pdf

Focus on English ( Booklet)
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�documents�focusonenglish�pdf

Focus on M athematics ( Booklet)
ZZZ�calstate�edu�SAS�documents�focusonmath�pdf

Local Admission and Serv ice Areas
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�documents�
CSULocalAdmission�ServiceAreas�pdf

SB 1440 ( Student T ransfer 
Achiev ement R eform Act)
ZZZ�calstate�edu�transfer�degrees

T est I nformation Bulletin ( CSU- ET S)
ZZZ�ets�org�s�csu�pdf�csuBinformationBbulletin�pdf

T ransfer D egree with a Guarantee
ZZZ�adegreeZithaguarantee�com

Undergraduate I mpacted Programs M atrix
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�documents�
impactedprogramsmatri[�pdf

I N FO R M AT I O N AL W EBSI T ES
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R ace, Color, Ethnicity, N ational O rigin, Age, Genetic I nformation, R eligion and 
Veteran Status

7he California State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, national 
origin, age, genetic information, religion or veteran status in its programs and activities, including 
admission and access� Federal and state laZs, including 7itle 9I of the Civil 5ights Act of ���� 
and the California ETuity in Higher Education Act, prohibit such discrimination� Each CSU campus¶ 
Discrimination, Harassment and 5etaliation Administrator has been designated to coordinate 
the efforts to comply Zith all applicable federal and state laZs prohibiting discrimination on these 
bases� InTuiries concerning compliance may be presented to this person�

D isability 

7he California State University does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its programs 
and activities, including admission and access� Federal and state laZs, including sections ��� 
and ��� of the 5ehabilitation Act of ���� and the Americans Zith Disabilities Act of ����, prohibit 
such discrimination� Each CSU campus¶ Discrimination, Harassment and 5etaliation Administrator 
has been designated to coordinate the efforts to comply Zith all applicable federal and state 
laZs prohibiting discrimination on the basis of disability� InTuiries concerning compliance may be 
presented to this person�

N O N D I SCR I M I N AT I O N  PO LI CY

Sex / Gender/ Gender I dentity/ Gender Ex pression/ Sex ual O rientation

7he California State University does not discriminate on the basis of se[, gender, gender identity, 
gender e[pression or se[ual orientation in its programs and activities, including admission and 
access� Federal and state laZs, including 7itle I; of the Education Amendments of ����, prohibit 
such discrimination� Each CSU campus¶ 7itle I; Coordinator has been designated to coordinate 
the efforts to comply Zith all applicable federal and state laZs prohibiting discrimination on these 
bases� InTuiries concerning compliance may be presented to this person� 

Information on Nondiscrimination Policy above may also be vieZed at�
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�nondiscrim�shtml�

For the list of individual campus 7itle I; coordinators, go to the folloZing U5L� 
ZZZ�calstate�edu�sas�documents�Campus7itleI;Coordinators�pdf�

7he California State University is committed to providing eTual opportunities to male and female 
CSU students in all campus programs, including intercollegiate athletics�

N O N D I SCR I M I N AT I O N  PO LI CY



CSU Admission Handbook is published by 
Student Academic Support, Academic Affairs

The California State University, Office of the Chancellor
401 Golden Shore

Long Beach, CA 90802

Eric Forbes, Assistant Vice Chancellor
Lauren Ehler, Publications Coordinator
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YES, YOU CAN  

EARN A DEGREE
It's Easy-Start Now!

How Does it Work?
• Earn an Associate Degree for Transfer at a 

California Community College by completing 
60 units. 

• Apply to a similar bachelor’s degree  
program at the California State University 
and complete 60 units to earn a  
bachelor’s degree.  

• Earn two degrees with 120 semester units! 

What Are the Advantages?
• A clear roadmap of  courses to prepare for 

transferring to the CSU, eliminating wasted  
units or unnecessary coursework. 

• Earn two degrees with no additional time or  
units required.

• Get priority admission consideration in the  
CSU admission process with your Associate 
Degree for Transfer.

• Applicants with an Associate Degree for Transfer  
are guaranteed admission to a CSU campus.

How Do I Get Started?
• Visit www.adegreewithaguarantee.com for  

more information. 

• Follow and earn an Associate Degree for Transfer  
(AA-T or AS-T) while preparing to transfer to  
the CSU.

• Work with the transfer counselor at your 
community college to develop a plan. 

For more info: 

adegreewithaguarantee.com

calstate.edu/transfer/degrees/
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www.calstate.edu




