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151. The Truman Doctrine (1947)

Source: “Special Message to the Congress on Greece and Turkey, March 12,'
1947,” Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States, Harry S.
Truman, 1947 (Washington, D.C., 1963), pp. 176-80.

In March 1947, in a speech announcing what came to be known as the
Truman Doctrine, President Harry S. Truman ofﬁcially embraced the con-
tainment of Soviet communism as the foundation of American foreign
policy. The immediate occasion was a request for military and financial
aid from Greece, a monarchy threatened by a communist-led rebellion,
and Turkey, from which the Soviets were demanding joint control of the
straits linking the Black Sea and the Mediterranean. Neither were models
of democracy. To rally popular backing, Truman appealed to his strongest
rhetorical argument—the defense of freedom. Twenty-four times in the
eighteen-minute speech, Truman used the words “free” or “freedom.” The
Truman Doctrine created the language through which most Americans
came to understand the postwar world. The speech set a precedent for
American assistance to anticommunist regimes throughout the world, no
matter how undemocratic, and for the creation of a set of global military
alliances directed against the Soviet Union.
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THE GRAVITY OF the situation which confronts the world today
necessitates my appearance before a joint session of the Congress.

The foreign policy and the national security of this country are
involved.

One aspect of the present situation, which I present to you at °
this time for your consideration and decision, concerns Greece and

Turkey.
" The United States has received from the Greek Government an
urgent appeal for financial and economic assistance. Preliminary
reports from the American Economic Mission now in Greece and
reports from the American Ambassador in Greece corroborate the
statement of the Greek Government that assistance is imperative if
Greece is to survive as a free nation.

I do not believe that the American people and the Congress wish
to turn a deaf ear to the appeal of the Greek Government.

The very existence of the Greek state is today threatened by the ter-
rorist activities of several thousand armed men, led by Communists,
who defy the government’s authority at a number of points, particu-
larly along the northern boundaries. A Commission appointed by the
United Nations Security Council is at present investigating disturbed
conditions in northern Greece and alleged border violations along
the frontier between Greece on the one hand and Albania, Bulgaria,
and Yugoslavia on the other.

Meanwhile, the Greek Government is unable to cope with the
situation. The Greek army is small and poorly equipped. It needs
supplies and equipment if it is to restore authority to the govern-.
ment throughout Greek territory.

We have considered how the United Nations might assist in this
crisis. But the situation isan urgent one requiring immediate action,
and the United Nations and its related organizations are not in a
position to extend help of the kind that is required.
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The Greek Government has been operating in an atmosphere of
chaos and extremism. It has made mistakes. The extension of aid by
this country does not mean that the United States condones every-
thing that the Greek Government has done or will do. We have
condemned in the past, and we condemn now, extremist measures
of the right or the left. We have in the past advised tolerance, and we
advise tolerance now.

Greece’s neighbor, Turkey, also deserves our attention.

The future of Turkey as an independent and economically sound
state is clearly no less important to the freedom-loving peoples of
the world than the future of Greece. The circumstances in which
Turkey finds itself today are considerably different from those of
Greece. Turkey has been spared the disasters that have beset Greece.
And during the war, the United States and Great Britain furnished
Turkey with material aid.

Nevertheless, Turkey now needs our support.

At the present moment in world history nearly every nation must
choose between alternative ways of life. The choice is too often not
a free one.

One way of life is based upon the will of the majority, and is dis-
tinguished by free institutions, representative government, free
elections, guarantees of individual liberty, freedom of speech and
religion, and freedom from political oppression.

The second way of life is based upon the will of a minority forci-
bly imposed upon the majority. It relies upon terror and oppression,
a controlled press and radio, fixed elections, and the suppression of
personal freedoms.

I'believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support
free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed
minorities or by outside pressures. :

I'believe that we must assist free peoples to work out their own
destinies in their own way.
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The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintain-
ing their freedoms. _

If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the
world—and we shall surely endanger the welfare of this Nation.

Great responsibilities have been placed upon us by the swift move-
ment of events.

I am confident that the Congress will face these responsibilities
squarely.



