126. Marcus Garvey on Africa for the Africans
(1921)

Source: “Speech Delivered at Liberty Hall, New York City, August 21, 1921,”
in Amy Jacques-Garvey, ed., Philosophy and Opinions of Marcus Garvey
(New York, 192 3-1925), Vol. 2, pp. 93-97-

World War I redrew the racial map of the United States. With immigra-
tion from Europe suspended, northern employers for the first time offered
industrial jobs to southern blacks. The result was the Great Migration, in
which tens of thousands of African-Americans left the rural South for cit-
ies like New York and Chicago. In the new, densely populated black ghet-
tos, disappointment with conditions in the North inspired widespread
support for a separatist movement launched by Marcus Garvey, a recent
immigrant from Jamaica. Throughout the world, Garvey pointed out,
the war had inspired movements for national self-determination—in
Ireland, eastern Europe, and Europe’s Asian and African colonies. Blacks,
he insisted, should enjoy the same internationally recognized identity
enjoyed by other peoples. The government sOon deported Garvey after
convicting him of mail fraud. But the massive following his movement
achieved testified to the sense of both racial pride and betrayal kindled in
black communities during and after the war.

FOUR YEARS AGO, realizing the oppression and the hardships from
which we suffered, we organized ourselves into an organization for
the purpose of bettering our condition, and founding a government
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of our own. The four years of organization have brought good results,
in that from an obscure, despised race we have grown into a mighty
power, a mighty force whose influence is being felt throughout the
length and breadth of the world. The Universal Negro Improvement
Association existed but in name four years ago, today it is known as
the greatest moving force among Negroes. We have accomplished
this through unity of effort and unity of purpose, it is a fair demon-
stration of what we will be able to accomplish in the very near future,
when the millions who are outside the pale of the Universal Negro
Improvement Association will have linked themselves up with us.
By our success of the last four years we will be able to estimate the
grander success of a free and redeemed Africa. In climbing the heights
to where we are today, we have had to surmount difficulties, we have
had to climb over obstacles, but the obstacles were stepping stones to
the future greatness of this Cause we represent. Day by day we are
writing a new history, recording new deeds of valor performed by
this race of ours. It is true that the world has not yet valued us at our
true worth but we are climbing up so fast and with such force that
every day the world is changing its attitude towards us. Wheresoever
you turn your eyes today you will find the moving influence of the
Universal Negro Improvement Association among Negroes from all
corners of the globe. We hear among Negroes the cry of “Africa for the
Africans.” This cry has become a positive, determined one. It is a cry
that is raised simultaneously the world over because of the univer-
sal oppression that affects the Negro. You who are congregated here
tonight as Delegates representing the hundreds of branches of the Uni-
versal N egro Improvement Association in different parts of the world
will realize that we in New York are positive in this great desire of a
free and redeemed Africa. We have established this Liberty Hall as
the centre from which we send out the sparks of liberty to the four
corners of the globe, and if you have caught the spark in your section,
Wewant you to keep it a-burning for the great Cause we represent.
There is a mad rush among races everywhere towards national
independence. Everywhere we hear the cry of liberty, of freedom,
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and a demand for democracy. In our corner of the world we are rais-
ing the cry for liberty, freedom and democracy. Men who have raised
the cry for freedom and liberty in ages past have always made up
their minds to die for the realization of the dream. We who are assem-
bled in this Convention as Delegates representing the Negroes of the
world give out the same spirit that the fathers of liberty in this coun-
try gave out over one hundred years ago. We give out a spirit that
knows no compromise, a spirit that refuses to turn back, a spirit that
says “Liberty or Death”, and in prosecution of this great ideal—the
ideal of a free and redeemed Africa, men may scorn, men may Spurn
us, and may say that we are on the wrong side of life, but let me tell
you that way in which you are travelling is just the way all peoples
who are free have travelled in the past. If you want liberty you your-
selves must strike the blow. If you must be free you must become so
through your own effort, through your own initiative. Those who
have discouraged you in the past are those who have enslaved you
for centuries and it is not expected that they will admit that you
have a right to strike out at this late hour for freedom, liberty and
democracy.

It falls to our lot to tear off the shackles that bind Mother Africa.
Can you do it? You did it in the Revolutionary War. You did it in the
Civil War: You did it at the Battles of the Marne and Verdun; You did
it in Mesopotamia. You can do it marching up the battle heights of
Africa. Let the world know that 400,000,000 Negroes are prepared to
die or live as free men. Despise us as much as you care. Ignore us as
much as you care. We are coming 400,000,000 Strong. We are com-
ing with our woes behind us, with the memory of suffering behind
us—woes and suffering of three hundred years—they shall be our
inspiration. My bulwark of strength in the conflict for freedom in
Africa, will be the three hundred years of persecution and hardship
left behind in this Western Hemisphere. The more I remember the
suffering of my fore-fathers, the more I remember the lynchings and
burnings in the Southern States of America, the more I will fight on
even though the battle seems doubtful. Tell me that I must turiy
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back, and I laugh you to scorn. Go on! Go on! Climb ye the heights of
liberty and cease not in well doing until you have planted the ban-
ner of the Red, the Black and the Green on the hilltops of Africa.

Questions
1. How does Garvey define black freedom?

2. How do you think Garvey felt that African independence would benefit
black Americans?




